
 

 

 

 

 
Dear Hughes families, 

 

As we begin the second quarter and embark on the upcoming holidays, I would like to thank 

the families who have joined the PTA and who have continued to support our Hughes 

community.  As my own daughter asks me to help her gather donations for the Hughes food 

drive, the cheerleader coat drive and the HERMANAS purse drive, I am reminded that 

modeling volunteerism and community service for our students is one of the best gifts we 

can give them.  

 

The first quarter was full of activity.  Events such as Back to School Night and Touch Base 

Day gave us an opportunity to meet the many teachers who impact our children‟s education 

and lives, while events such as the fall bulb sale, spiritwear sales, skate night, and pizza 

Wednesdays raised money that we have already begun spending to fund such worthy 

initiatives as honor roll breakfasts, positive behavior support program incentives, field trips, 

technology purchases and teacher mini-grants.  Many thanks to the many volunteers who 

have made these events happen – but there is always more to do!  For instance, the Hughes 

counselors are in desperate need of parents to be speakers at Career Day on Dec 12 – can 

you help? For a comprehensive list of current volunteer and community service 

opportunities, read on.  

 

The second quarter looks to be almost as busy as the first.  You may wish to make a note of 

the many performances and activities listed on the calendar of upcoming events here – but 

for the most comprehensive, complete and up-to-date information about what‟s going on at 

the school, be sure to consult the PTA Weekly Update, posted on the PTA website at 

www.lhmspta.com every Sunday evening. 

 

We will forgo a general meeting in December to give everyone to catch up with all the 

happenings of the holiday season.  Our first general meeting of the new year will be January 

8
th
 and will start at 6:30pm with “Meet the Language Arts Department” – a chance for 

parents to meet members of the English Department and discuss the Language Arts 

curriculum.  We are also looking forward to our February PTA meeting which will feature a 

special presentation by Mr. Bruce Butler, principal of South Lakes HS, who will answer 

questions about transitioning to high school.    

 

I would like to wish everyone a wonderful holiday season and only good cheer for the New 

Year.  Hope to see or meet you all in 2009!  

 

Yolanda Maldonado 
PTA President 

president@lhmspta.com 
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UPCOMING 

EVENTS: 

 

Dec 1-5 – Inclusive 

Schools Week 

 

Dec 2 – Parent 

Workshop: Teen 

Depression- High 

School Transitioning 

and Coping Skills 

 

Dec 3 – Fall Photo 

Retakes 

 

Dec 4 – Winter Chorus 

concert 

 

Dec 6 – TJHHS 

Entrance Exam (snow 

date Dec 13) 

 

Dec 11 – Winter Band 

concert 

 

Dec 12 – Career Day 

 

Dec 12 – 2
nd

 quarter 

interims issued 

 

Dec 17 – Winter Music 

assemblies & music 

dept. picture day 

 

Dec 24-Jan 2 – 

WINTER HOLIDAY 

 

Jan 8 – PTA Meeting 

& “Meet the English 

Department” 

 

Jan 19-20 – SCHOOL 

HOLIDAY (MLK Day 

& Inauguration Day) 

 

Jan 23 – 2
nd

 quarter 

ends 

http://www.lhmspta.com/
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PTA & COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

 

EARTH DAY/BEAVER POND TRIP 

ATTRACTS MEDIA ATTENTION 

Students at Hughes MS were joined by scientists 

from the the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 

and the American Geological Institute (AGI) for 

a three-day hands-on exploration of Earth 

science at nearby Beaver Pond on Tuesday, Oct 

14 – Thursday, Oct 16.  

The event was timed to coincide with this year‟s 

Earth Science Week, October 12 – 18.  This 

year‟s Earth Science Week theme was “No 

Child Left Inside”.  To commemorate the 

occasion, various government agencies and 

nonprofit organizations offered students the 

opportunity to participate in outdoor activities.  

 

7
th

 grade students at Hughes enjoyed the 

opportunity to hike to a nearby pond to measure 

the amount of water flowing in a stream, test the 

chemistry of the water, take soil samples, 

identify rocks, learn about organisms found in 

the streams, and map the area, recording 

observations in a field notebook. The field 

notebooks, made possible by contributions from 

USGA and Rite in the Rain, included all-

weather writing paper and charts on types of 

clouds, soils, and geological map symbols. The 

students then completed related activities in the 

classroom, integrating science with activities 

in art, English, math, and social studies. 

The event was covered by both local and 

national media, including NBC and National 

Public Radio.  To listen to the NPR story, visit 

http://wamu.org/audio/nw/08/10/n2081015-

23359.asx 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR CAREER 

DAY !! 

Career Day is coming and volunteers are 

needed to help make this annual event a 

success!  

Career Day is an opportunity for students to 

hear from and question members of the 

community engaged in a variety of different 

trades and professions.   This year‟s event is 

scheduled for Friday, Dec 12, 1-2pm. 

In order to ensure that every student is able to 

participate in this event, upwards of 60 

speakers will be required.  Parents, other 

relatives, neighbors or members of the 

community are encouraged to participate. 

If you would be willing to participate, please 

download and submit the flyer available at 

www.fcps.edu/HughesMS/guidance.html.  

Questions? Contact Gloria Thrall at 

Gloria.thrall@fcps.edu or Mark Blocker at 

mark.blocker@fcps.edu 

 

PTA SPONSORS INCLUSIVE SCHOOLS 

WEEK ACTIVITIES 

In honor of Inclusive Schools Week, the PTA 

is planning a week of activities intended to 

remind students of the value of inclusion in 

our school, our community, and our world.  

The following events have been scheduled:  

 Student assembly featuring speaker Jill 

Egle, the co-executive director of the Arc 

http://wamu.org/audio/nw/08/10/n2081015-23359.asx
http://wamu.org/audio/nw/08/10/n2081015-23359.asx
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of Northern Virginia and colleague Troy 

Simmons 

 Daily morning contest challenging students 

to identify famous modern and historical 

fiures with disabilities. 

 Bulletin board featuring student reflections 

upon the following question: “I feel included 

at Hughes when …” 

Many thanks to Mary Nell Clark, our PTA 

Special Education liaison, and her committee of 

teacher, parent and student volunteers, for 

organizing this wonderful event!  

 

STUDENTS ENJOY TEAMBUILDING 

EXERCISES AT “TEAM ORIENTATION” 

On Oct 9-10, 

students from 

Hughes Middle 

School 

participated in a 

variety of 

teambuilding 

exercises 

designed to build 

trust and 

camaraderie 

within the 

school‟s six academic teams.  Events included 

working together to build structures, help 

teammates navigate blindfolded through an 

obstacle course, and problem-solve in an 

attempt to fit the largest number of students on a 

6‟ x 6‟ canvas.  The weather was beautiful and a 

great time was had by all!   

 

PTA REFLECTIONS COMPETITION 

WINNERS ANNOUNCED! 

 

This year the PTA Reflections contest received 

19 entries. Students responded with creative 

works to the theme “WOW!”  Accomplished 

local artists judged submissions in the categories 

of Literature, Musical Composition, 

Photography, and Visual Arts. The judges were 

impressed with all the wonderful works our 

students produced! First, 2nd and 3rd place 

winners were chosen in each category. First 

place pieces have been sent on to a district 

level competition. First place winners at the 

district level will eventually go on to compete 

nationally. Let‟s keep our fingers crossed for 

our first place winners! 

  

Winners (Outstanding Interpretation) - these 

entries will go on to the next level of judging: 

Taylor Woloszynski - Photography 

Mariel Rodriguez - Visual Arts 

Mary Weidman - Literature 

Michael Chan - Musical Composition 

 

Awards of Excellence 

Justin Kobayashi - Photography 

Abigail Ackerman - Visual Arts 

Garrett Shapiro - Literature 

  

Awards of Merit 

Isaac Millman - Photography 

Anidith Guevara - Photography 

Lily Shtul - Photography 

Abigail Ackerman - Visual Arts 

Cyrus Tabrizi - Visual Arts 

Claire McTiernan - Literature 

  

Participation 

Anidith Guevara - Photography 

Joseph LeSage - Photography 

Justin Kobayashi - Photography 

Emily Horn - Literature 

Nicole Reosti - Literature 

Sarah Callahan – Literature 

 

The PTA wishes to thank Kate Herndon, PTA 

Reflections chair, for her amazing efforts in 

support of this year‟s program – which 

included not only recruiting and supporting 

participants but also overseeing after-school 

work sessions to help overwhelmed 

participants focus and finish their entries! 
  

 



ARE YOU GETTING WEEKLY SCHOOL 

UPDATES FROM THE PTA?  

 

Did you know that every week the PTA creates 

and posts to the PTA website 

(www.lhmspta.com) a current, updated list of 

school activities, announcements, 

volunteer/community service opportunities and 

other information of interest to Hughes parents?  

This is your source for the most up-to-date 

information about what is happening or coming 

up at Hughes! 

 

The PTA sends out weekly reminders to access 

the site via the FCPS Keep In Touch, but you 

don‟t need to receive Keep In Touch to access 

the messages: just make a habit of checking the 

PTA website once a week and you‟ll never miss 

another school activity or opportunity again!  

 

Many thanks to Jeanette Thomas for authoring 

the weekly updates, and to Melissa Swift for 

posting them on the PTA website.  The PTA 

weekly update is refreshed every Sunday 

evening. 

 

BOXTOPS ARE EXPIRING! TURN YOURS 

IN BEFORE DEC 31! 

 

While the Box Top 

coupons continue on, 

they do have expirations 

on them. The next 

expiration date is 

December 31, so don‟t wait! Turn your boxtops 

in today to ensure we get credit for them.  For 

those that have never collected, this is the time 

to get on board. They are very easy to cut off 

grocery products. You may also register at 

boxtops4education.com to print cost saving 

coupons for you and your family as well as to 

gain school credit for online shopping. Product 

coupons continue to be added to more and more 

items at the grocery store.  Box Top 4 

Education coupons may be dropped off in the 

black collection container in the Media 

Center.  
 

Thanks to Christine Stout, our PTA Boxtops 

chair, for running this important fundraiser for 

our school! 

 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM OCTOBER & 

NOVEMBER  PTA MEETINGS AND 

ACTIVITIES 

 Members of the math department talked to 

parents about the math curriculum at 

Hughes – to include course offerings and 

SOL options – as well as high school 

course options and paths for transitioning. 

 The PTA voted to approved the audit of  

the 07-08 PTA finances 

 Due to larger enrollment than expected, 

Hughes is adding teachers in English and 

ESOL, which will allow the school to 

reduce some class sizes.  

 Ideas were discussed for how to increase 

the participation of minority families in 

PTA and other school activities. 

 The Inclusive Schools Committee asked 

for interested participants to help plan 

programming for Inclusive Schools Week. 

 Minigrants were approved for the 

following teacher requests: 

o $400 to create customized 

“READ” posters for the school, 

featuring Hughes students and staff 

o $500 for bilingual dictionaries for 

students who speak English as a 

second language (for use in 

classroom and on standardized 

testing) 

o $600 for headphones for students 

to use for PALS testing 

(standardized foreign language 

assessments) 

http://www.lhmspta.com/


 The Hughes Beautification committee 

planted spring bulbs around the school.   

Many thanks to Catherine Linberg, 

Beautification committee chair, for her 

efforts to keep our school looking its best! 

 Student directories are being printed and will 

be distributed shortly.  Each student will 

receive one directory free: additional copies 

will then be available for sale from the PTA 

 The STARS committee, headed by Bettina 

Brunner and Cindy McBride, are now 

actively collecting nominations for the 

Hughes STARS program.  For more 

information about the program, or to 

nominate a student, please see the form at 

the 

end of this newsletter. 

 Touch Base Day was well attended and 

Hughes teachers expressed their appreciation 

for the wonderful luncheon provided after 

the event by the PTA.  Many thanks to 

Claire Cyncynates and Sara McAlpine, PTA 

Hospitality committee co-chairs, for 

organizing this hospitality event, and to all 

the volunteers who donated food and/or 

contributed labor to make this event a 

success! 

 Our October skate night event was success. 

Approximately 170 tickers were sold, raising 

about $600 for the PTA.  Thanks to Juli 

Westfall for organizing this great event. 

 Our September bulb sale event was a 

success, raising over $900 for the PTA.   

Thanks to Mary Leuker for overseeing this 

fundraiser! 

 Pizza Wednesdays are off and running, 

feeding hungry students who are staying 

after school on Wednesday afternoons for 

clubs or homework help, as well as raising 

money for the PTA.  Many thanks to Kim 

Shoop for organizing this activity, and a 

reminder that she is still looking for 

volunteers to help with Wednesday sales 

for the rest of the year! (See “Volunteer 

Opportunities”) 

 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

 Career Day.  See article in this newsletter 

for more information. 

 Hospitality for Career Day Speakers. 
The PTA Hospitality Committee is 

soliciting donations of beverages, snacks 

& paper goods for a reception for speakers 

who have volunteered to participate in 

career day.  The committee is also seeking 

one or two volunteers to help with set-up 

(12:00 to 12:45 pm) and clean-up (2:00 to 

2:30 pm).  Please email 

hospitality@lhmspta.com to RSVP to offer 

a donation or to sign up to volunteer.  

 Pizza Wednesday sales. Several 

volunteers needed to sell pizza, snacks & 

drinks to students staying after school for 

clubs Wednesday afternoons, 2:10-

2:30pm. This is the shortest job we have – 

just 20 mins 1-5x per month – you decide! 

Contact Sheryl Cosing at 

volunteercoordinator@lhmspta.com to 

volunteer. 

 Community Service Coordinator. 

Volunteer needed to coordinate 4 dates for 

students to tidy our Adopt-a-Spot location 

adjacent to school. Year-round 

commitment but probably only 3hrs every 

2 months.  Contact Sheryl Cosing at 

volunteercoordinator@lhmspta.com to 

volunteer. 

 New to Hughes Coordinator. One 

volunteer needed to purchase snacks & 

small incentives for monthly “New to 

Hughes” meetings for new Hughes staff. 

mailto:hospitality@lhmspta.com
mailto:volunteercoordinator@lhmspta.com
mailto:volunteercoordinator@lhmspta.com


Items can be dropped off at school any time 

during school hours. Year-round 

commitment but probably only 30mins per 

month.  Contact Sheryl Cosing at 

volunteercoordinator@lhmspta.com to 

volunteer. 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 

OPPORTUNITIES  

 Coat Drive.  The Hughes Cheerleaders are 

collecting coats for Reston Interfaith.  New 

or gently used coats may be deposited in 

collection boxes in the main office, Hall of 

Nations or Media Center.  The coat drive 

will run through Dec 17. 

 Bone Marrow Drive. 

On Friday Dec 12, 2-

7pm, SLHS will be 

sponsoring a Bone 

Marrow drive to 

support a South Lakes 

alumni with leukemia.  The process involves 

a brief 5-minute medical screening process 

followed by a quick cheek-swab –  no 

needles, no blood.  Most people who are 

unable to donate blood ARE able to get onto 

the Bone Marrow Registry.  Come early or 

plan to stay afterwards for the annual 

basketball rivalry: South Lakes v. Herndon 

(girls at 5:45pm, boys at 7:30pm).  For more 

information or questions, call or email 

Lindsay Trout at 703-715-4524 or 

LTroutblue@aol.com.  Or, check out the 

Bone Marrow Registry website at 

www.marrow.org. 

 

43 STUDENTS TO BE AWARDED IB 

MIDDLE YEARS CERTIFICATE AT 

SOUTH LAKES 

43 students who began the IBMYP program at 

Hughes Middle School will receive recognition 

this month at South Lakes for earning the   

International Baccalaureate Middle Years 

Program (IBMYP) Certificate. This certificate 

signifies that the students completed 

coursework, community service, and a 

culminating personal project during their 

middle year program (7
th

-10
th

 grade).  

Personal projects must pass an external 

evaluation in accordance with the 

requirements of the International 

Baccalaureate Organization (IBO).  

 

IBMYP is a program that prepares students for 

the academically rigorous IB Diploma offered 

at South Lakes HS for work completed during 

11
th

-12
th

 grade.   

 

COUNSELING DEPT WEBPAGE 

The Hughes Guidance Department has put the 

finishing touches on a new website. The 

website now includes links to the following 

features: 

 News and Information  

 School Counseling Department  

 Parent and Guardian Information  

 Why Middle School Counselors  

 Fairfax County Public Schools Office of 

School Counseling  

 Web Resources and Links  

 Additional Resources and Community 

Contacts  

 Virginia Standards of Learning (SOLs)  

 SOL Testing Calendar 2008 - 2009  

 Career and College Planning  

 Other Career Web Resources  

 Career Explorations: Login information 

for Bridges   

To access the website, visit 

www.fcps.edu/HughesMS and click on 

“Guidance”. 

 

PYRAMID GROUP FORMING 

The objective of the South Lakes Pyramid 

Advisory Group (SLPAG) will be to foster 

positive relationships and communication 

between all elementary, middle and high 

schools in the South Lakes High School 

mailto:volunteercoordinator@lhmspta.com
mailto:LTroutblue@aol.com
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Pyramid.  Some examples of proposed SLPAG 

initiatives: 

 Coordinate academic, curriculum and 

technology initiatives between schools 

 Discuss topics of interest to all schools in the 

pyramid (example: budget issues, grading) 

 Share information likely to be of interest to 

all schools (example: programs, 

contests/competitions, grants) 

 Share information about school-sponsored 

events and activities of interest to all schools 

in the pyramid (example: performances, 

charity events/drives, festivals, etc.) 

 Provide information and support for students 

transitioning through the pyramid 

 Share opportunities to earn service hours and 

support community service initiatives 

 Build awareness within the community of 

the strengths and capabilities of pyramid 

schools  

To join the SLPAG Yahoo website and listserv 

and help build this initiative, visit 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SouthLakesPAG

.  

 

FCPS TO HOLD PUBLIC MEETINGS ON 

BUDGET DEFICITS  

Fairfax County is projecting 

a budget deficit of more 

than $400 million for FY 

2010 (beginning July 1, 

2009), which must be 

addressed through a 

combination of spending 

reductions and other 

strategies. This will affect our schools. Let your 

voice be heard!  Submit your ideas on how to 

close the budget gap by visiting 

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/survey/fy10suggestions.

htm or calling the FCPS Budget Hotline at 703-

324-9400, TTY 711. 

 

PTA SURVEY SHOWS 

OVERWHELMING PARENT SUPPORT  

FOR LATER HIGH SCHOOL START 

TIMES IN FAIRFAX COUNTY  

 

More than 88 percent of parents of children at 

all grade levels believe that Fairfax County‟s 

7:20 am high school start time is too early for 

teens, and a similarly large majority supports a 

proposal to start high schools around 8:45 am, 

according to a new survey by the Fairfax 

County Council of PTAs (FCCPTA).  

 

The survey, conducted from May 30 to July 7 

drew responses from 6,040 elementary, middle 

school and high school parents from almost all 

schools throughout the county and 

representing more than 11,000 students.  

 

A Fairfax County Public 

Schools Transportation Task 

Force (TTF) in March 

recommended starting high 

schools and secondary 

schools between 8:35 and 

8:55 am, rather than 7:20 am. 

The proposal also included shifting more 

elementary schools earlier, putting most 

between 7:50 and 8:55 am. Currently, Fairfax 

elementary schools start anywhere from 7:50 

am to 9:25 am, but more are on the later end 

of that range. Middle schools, which now 

generally start between 7:20 am and 8 am, 

would be shifted to 9:20-9:40 am under the 

plan. A range of start times is necessary to 

make efficient use of buses.  

 

Asked specifically about the Task Force 

recommendations on school start times, 85 

percent preferred the recommended schedule 

to the current one. That included 61 percent 

who liked the proposal as recommended and 

24 percent who said it was better than the 

current schedule but could still use 

improvement. Only 15 percent said the current 

schedule was preferable.  The strong majority 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SouthLakesPAG
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SouthLakesPAG
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of support held true for parents with children at 

all school levels, among all races and ethnic 

groups and at all income levels.  

 

On middle school start times, 81% said the 

current start times are too early. 

 

FAIRGRADE UPDATE 

[Excerpt from FAIRGRADE press release dated 

Thursday, November 20th, 2008 -  for full text, 

visit www. fairgrade.org] 

Copies of FAIRGRADE‟s “iPetition Special 

Report” were sent to FCPS officials including 

Superintendent Dale, School Board members, 

Cluster Assistant Superintendents, high school 

principals and the Fairfax County Board of 

Supervisors. The 80-page “iPetition Special 

Report” contains over 350 public testimonials 

that demonstrate the impact FCPS grading 

policies are having on FCPS students and 

families. To date, over 7800 people have signed 

FAIRGRADE‟s iPetition. 

“This report reflects the overriding concern in 

the public‟s mind about loss of scholarships,  

college admissions and honors program 

placement opportunities,” said FAIRGRADE 

researcher Sara Schneider.   

FAIRGRADE is a parent advocacy group 

supporting the position that current FCPS 

grading policies put students at a disadvantage 

with respect to college admissions, merit 

scholarships, honors programs, NCAA athletic 

eligibility, and car insurance "good-driver" 

discounts. For more information about 

FAIRGRADE, visit their website at 

http://www.fairgrade.org.  For more 

information about FCPS‟s grading policies, 

visit www.fcps.edu/news/grading.htm 

 

LHMS MAKES AYP FOR ‟07-„08   

Data released over the summer by the Virginia 

Department of Education confirms that 

Hughes Middle School met AYP objectives, at 

set forth in No Child Left Behind, for the 07-

08 school year.   

Hughes Administrators confirm that scores 

increased in English, Math, science, history 

and civics in nearly all reporting categories, to 

include minority, special education, Limited 

English Proficiency, and socioeconomically 

disadvantaged. 

 

 

 

Order your WARM, new royal blue color Hughes hooded 

sweatshirt!  Get the size you need by pre-ordering one or more 

now.  They make great gifts!! Orders will be delivered in mid-

December. 

There are two ways to order : 

1. Download the „All in One‟ form from the PTA‟s web page at 

http://www.lhmspta.com/08-09_All_in_One_FormSept12.pdf , 

fill it in, attach payment and have your child turn it in to the 

front office. 

2. Go to the PTA‟s web page at http://www.lhmspta.com, click 

on “Click and Pledge,”  and place your credit card order online.  

Orders will be delivered to your child at school. 

Arrive to your trailer classes toasty and warm! 

Questions? Contact Sue Horn at tshirts@lhmspta.com  

 

NEW Hughes Sweatshirts Now on Sale! 

http://www.fairgrade.org/
http://www.fcps.edu/news/grading.htm
http://www.lhmspta.com/08-09_All_in_One_FormSept12.pdf
http://www.lhmspta.com/
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THE WAYS TO THE MEANS 

By Laura Fyfe, PTA VP Ways & Means (Fundraising) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thanks to all who supported our bulb sale and our Potbelly‟s “Dining for Dollars” events, and to all our parent 

volunteers who staffed the PTA table at Open House and Back to School Night. Thanks to you, the year has 

gotten off to a great start. 

 

Following is a list of fundraisers that are underway or coming up soon.  Remember, this year we are offering 2 

convenient ways to shop: use our One-Stop-Shopping form (attached to this newsletter) to order multiple items 

& pay for all of them with one check; or, visit www.lhmspta.com and click on the Click & Pledge link for the 

convenience of credit card shopping.   

 

 PTA Membership.  Help support Hughes AND have a voice in helping shape initiatives to improve the 

quality of education at our school! 

 Pizza Wednesdays.  Don‟t feel like packing a snack for those long Wednesdays when your child stays for 

after-school activities? Pizza, snacks & drinks are available for sale 2:20-2:40pm in the cafeteria.  

 Panther discount cards. Offers cash-back at some of the area‟s most popular restaurants, including 

Dominoes & Dairy Queen 

 Crest Discount cards.  $100s worth of savings at Crest Drycleaning, on sale for only $25. 

 Invest in Hughes program.  We are collecting funds to purchase much-needed technology resources for 

the school, to include calculators, computers and more 

 LHMS teeshirts.  This year‟s teeshirts feature the NEW Hughes logo designed by Hughes students last 

year.  They‟re “fierce”! 

 Hughes sweatshirts.  The perfect outerwear for chilly fall & winter afternoons – especially if you have any 

classes in our “learning cottages” – and they‟re now available in royal blue! 

 Hughes Car Magnets.  Don‟t forget to show off your school pride to the community by purchasing a 

Hughes car magnet!  

 Boxtops for Education.  Please continue to trim those boxtops and drop them off in the collection box in 

the library.  The next expiration deadline is December 31, so turn in all the boxtops you‟ve collected before 

the end of the year! 

 Grocery store rebate programs.  Do you shop at Safeway, Giant or Harris Teeter? Register and these 

merchants will donate 5% of your purchase to our school!  For directions on how to register, visit 

www.lhmspta.com. Remember, you must re-register every year! 

http://www.lhmspta.com/
http://www.lhmspta.com/


GIVE THE GIFT OF MEMBERSHIP  

THIS HOLIDAY SEASON! 

 
JOIN the Langston Hughes Middle School PTA and give a gift of support to your 
school, its students and faculty, and the community as a whole.   
 
Our students benefit greatly from your generous contributions, not only by the school 
activities which are sponsored inpart by your dues, but also in knowing that parents are 
taking an active role in their children’s education.   
 
Did you know that LHMS PTA membership dues support: 
 

 Bus transportation for field trips   

 Computers/technology equipment purchases for the school  

 Art show at U.S. Geological Survey  

 Fall Run  

 Poetry Slam  

 Reflections Program  

 8th grade celebration  

 Multicultural Celebration  

 School Beautification projects  

 Teacher grants to fund enrichment projects, and so much more…..  
 

And LHMS PTA Membership also affords you access to benefits through local, state, and 
national PTA associations.  Members gain access to: 

 MEMBERS-ONLY resources through the National PTA such as online leadership 
training courses and discounts at Barnes and Noble, Liberty Mutual, Sharp 
Electronics, Southwest Airlines, T-Mobile, and more.    

 PTA Parent, an electronic newsletter that covers topics of interest to parents.  

 This Week in Washington, an electronic newsletter produced when Congress is in 
session that explains national legislation affecting families and public education. 

 Discounted member rates for the annual PTA National Convention and on 
subscriptions to the print version of Our Children Magazine. 

 Access to the National PTA’s Member-to-Member Network, the grassroots 
advocacy system that connects PTA members with members of Congress.   

 
So please take a moment and JOIN the LHMS PTA!  To become a member, go to 
www.lhmspta.com  and click on “Click & Pledge”.  Membership is $10 per family member.  
If you have any questions or would like to purchase memberships using cash or check, 
please write to membership@lhmspta.com or ronniandmarco@yahoo.com. 

 

http://www.lhmspta.com/
mailto:membership@lhmspta.com
mailto:ronniandmarco@yahoo.com


 

 

 

 

SLHS IN THE NEWS! 

Produced in cooperation with the 

SLHS PTSA as a service to our 8
th
 grade families 

who will be transitioning to SLHS next year. 

 
SCHOOL & ACADEMIC NEWS 

 South Lakes was recently profiled on “School 

Scene,” an FCPS production.  To view the 

story, visit 

www.fcps.edu/DIT/streaming/ss6_biggerbett

er.asx 

 Two South Lakes students, Allison Whitlock 

and Sarah Binger, have been recognized as 

National Merit Semi-finalists.  Also, Madison 

Crutcher and Jasmin Harper have been 

recognized as National Achievement semi-

finalists.  An additional 12 students earned 

National Merit Commended honors.  

 South Lakes recently added 14 new class sec-

tions to the school‟s master schedule.  The 

classes are intended to decrease class size and 

provide a wider variety of instructional 

opportunities for students at the school.   

 Kids from Hughes attended National Book 

Festival to meet Gordon Woods, author of 

Radicalism of the American Revolution – a 

text used in conjunction with the IB history 

curriculum 

 The South Lakes College Partnership 

Program continues to target students from 

families with little college experience, 

providing advice, support and information to 

help them reach their college goals. 

 

SPORTS NEWS 

 The Boys Cross Country Team became the 

first Seahawk boys‟ team to win an 

Invitational Tournament since 1998.  The 

team advanced to Regions for the first time 

since 2000. 

 The Girls Cross Country Team finished 7
th
 at 

the District competition, the team‟s best 

finish in 5 years. 

 The Freshman football team ended the season 

6-2 with a 28-6 victory over Thomas 

Jefferson 

 The Seahawk volleyball team raised money 

for breast cancer at the first annual “Dig 

Pink” event 

 

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT NEWS 

 Bravo to the Seahawk Marching Band on its 

strong performance at the Oakton Classic. 

The ban won Best Percussion, Best Color 

Guard, Best Brass and 2
nd

 place in Class AA. 

Guard and Percussion finished with the 2nd 

highest score to beat Westfield and Herndon. 

 The SLHS Seahawk Marching Band earned 

3rd place at the USSBA Tournament held in 

late September. The ensemble missed 1st by 

just tenths of a point! 

 Several SLHS students will participate in the 

following highly-selective ensembles, often 

being selected from hundreds of other 

students from FCPS and Virginia to 

participate:  

o Senior Regional Orchestra 

o VMEA Senior Honors Choir 

o District XII Honors Orchestra 

 South Lakes has announced the opening of 

the new Writing Center.  The purpose of the 

writing center is to provide one-on-one 

tutoring to students who are interested in 

improving their writing skills.   

 Senior Josh Anton has had his poem 

“Morality” published in the American 

Library of Poetry‟s publication, The 

Brilliance.  

 

CLUB & COMMUNITY SERVICE NEWS 

 Members of the SLHS Debate Team traveled 

to Winston-Salem North Carolina to 

participate in the weekend Wake Forest Early 

Bird Tournament.  Did you know … In 

Fairfax County Public Schools, Debate is a 

sport recognized by the Virginia High School 

League (VHSL)? 

 Twenty members of the FBLA (Future 

Business Leaders of America) co-curricular 

club traveled to Marymount University in 



October to participate in the Fall Regional 

Leadership Conference. 

 The following extracurricular activities have 

begun meeting at SLHS this year: Girls Learn 

International, SLHS Dance Team, Spanish 

Honor Society, Art Honor Society, 

Speech/Forensics Team,  Science Olympiad, 

German Exchange program, Interact club. 

 In October SLHS hosted the Tim Susco 8K 

Run for Brain Aneurysm Awareness, which 

was run in honor of  SLHS Alumnus Tim 

Susco.  The event was led by SLHS alumni 

and world record-setting miler Alan Webb 

who ran track with Tim while at South Lakes. 

 Congratulations to the JROTC Drill Team on 

its fine showing at the Courtland Drill 

Competition. The Seahawk Color Guard 

garnered first place and the drill team took 

third place overall. 

 The SLHS “ASAP Team” - comprised of 

volunteers, many of them retired educators – 

have begun actively working with SLHS 

students in need of intervention and 

monitoring to help them achieve academic 

and transition goals. 

 SLHS contacts 

o SLHS website 

www.fcps.edu/SouthLakesHS 

o SLHS PTSA/Academic Boosters 

www.southlakesptsa.org 

o SLHS Band 
www.southlakesband.org 

o SLHS Theater 
www.sltheatrearts.com 

o SLHS Athletics 

www.southlakesathletics.org 

o SLHS Athletic Boosters, 
www.seahawkboosters.com 

 

FREE NONEY FOR HUGHES! 

Please sign up right away!

Grocery Store Online Procedure 
In-Store or Mail 

Procedure 

Giant A+ BonusBucks 

program 

LHMS Code = 01984 

Go to www.giantfood.com/aplus to register your 

Giant BonusCard # and designate LHMS as your 

donor school. In past years our school earned 

more than $1300 from this bonus program alone! 

Pick up a form at any 

customer service desk 

Safeway Back to 

Schools program 

LHMS CODE = 

6517998 

Safeway‟s school rebate program is managed by 

e-scrip. Visit www.escrip.com to register your 

Safeway Club Card # & designate LHMS as 

your donor school. In past years this program 

raised more than $500! 

Complete a School 

Designation form at 

any customer service 

desk 

Harris Teeter Together 

in Education program 

LHMS Code = 5073 

Go to www.harristeeter.com and select 

COMMUNITY, TOGETHER IN EDUCATION. 

At the bottom of the page, click the link that says 

“Link Your VIC Card to Your School Now!” & 

provide the requested information. 

Visit a customer 

service desk & they 

will handle the 

transaction for you on 

the spot. 

Members of the South Lakes Pyramid 

(Cluster 8) 

http://www.southlakesptsa.org/
http://www.southlakesband.org/
http://www.sltheatrearts.com/
http://www.seahawkboosters.com/
http://www.giantfood.com/aplus
http://www.escrip.com/
http://www.harristeeter.com/


HUGHES STARS NOMINATION 

 

 

(student name) 

 

in recognition of _________________________ 

 

_______________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________ 

 

 

 (describe achievement here) 

 
[Example: John Cooper, in recognition of his participation 

on the RLL Nationals All-Star Team this summer] 

 

[Example: Anya Gardi,  in recognition of her participation 

in the 2007 Walk for Life walk-a-thon for breast cancer] 

 

[Example: Shantea Marks, in recognition of his generosity 

in helping an elderly neighbor with yardwork)  

 

 

(Your name & relationship to student) 

NOMINATE A  HUGHES STAR TODAY! 

 

 “But march ever forward, breaking down bars./Look ever upward at the sun and 

the stars.”  – The Negro Mother, Langston Hughes 

 
Let these words of Langston Hughes inspire you 

to nominate a child to be a Hughes Star!  

Throughout the year we will be posting brightly 

colored stars in the front hall highlighting the 

many and diverse achievements of our students.   

 

What makes a child a star?  Anything from 

participation in athletics, academics or the arts; 

to accomplishments in conjunction with clubs, 

activities or organizations; to involvement in 

activities in support of family, neighborhood, or 

community.   

  

Our goal by the end of the school year is to have 

every Langston Hughes student represented by at 

least one star. 

 

So whether you are a teacher, a staff member, or 

a parent – don‟t wait!  Nominate a LHMS 

student TODAY for something they did over the 

summer or since the school year began by filling 

out the attached nomination form and returning it 

to the front office or sending the information in 

an email to stars@lhmspta.com.   

  

Thanks in advance for helping us showcase the 

achievements of our extraordinary students! 

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW é   

 Students at Hughes performed over 8000 hours of community service last year? 
 

 


