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UPCOMING
EVENTS:

Oct 21 Last day to
submit school
fundraiser orders

Oct 37 1* quarter
interims

Oct 9, 6:30pmi PTA
meeting +
Ni ght o

Oct 1371 School
holiday

Oct 15-16 Life Touch
Fall photos

Oct 1671 Reflections
entries due

Oct 177 Skate Night
spirit event at
SkateQuest

Oct 2871 Joint
SLHS/LHMS
Orchestra Concert

Oct 317 1% grading
period ends

Nov 3471 Student
holiday

Nov 71 1% quarter
report cards mailed

Nov 117 Touch Base
Day & Delayed
Opening

Nov 137 PTA Meeting
+ AQ&A with
Monticchi oo

Dear Langston Hughes Middle School Parents and Families,

Thanks to all who got our new academic year off to a great start! Both the
August 26 Open House and the Sep PTA meeting were well attended and
informative.

| can not believe it is alreadyctober! Many things are planned for October.

We will have our Pizza Wednesdays after school. Helping with Pizza
Wednesday is a great way to be involved at Langston Hughes for less than one
hour a week.

Families, plan to attend our first spirit nigit Skate Quest on October™7
Students, friends and families are invited to join in a night a fun!

Our fund raising activitiekicked off with our Bulb sale, which ended
September 19th. Thank you to everyone who purchased bulbs and participated
in this fund raiser.

We also began our sale of PTA Memberships, Panther Car Magnets, Spirit
Ware, and Discount & Crest Cleaning cards at Open House and at Back to
School Night. These items will continue to be sold onAthén Oneorder form
enclosed intis newsletter (for cash or check payment) or via our online Click
& Pledge system (for credit card payment), availablevatv.[hnmspta.com

Last month students attended a Club Fair to learn about the after slchsol
offered at LHMS. Parents, for a complete listing of clubs check out the Hughes
website

We have had an unusual number of committee chairs have to step down due to
personal issues. A list of all our committees, including those still in seaech of
chair, appears in this newsletter. Please, if you can help out with any of these
positions, we need you! Contact our busy volunteer coordinator, Sheryl Cosing,
atvolunteercoordinator@lhmspta.cdor more information about any of the
positions or to volunteer.

Our next PTA meeting will be Thursday, October 9th in the library/media
center. The math department has been invited to talk about the happening in
mathematics at LHMS, will begin at 6:30@nd be followed by a 7:00pm PTA
business meeting. We hope you can attend and get valuable information for
successful year.

Yolanda Maldonado

PTA President

president@lhmspta.com
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PTA & COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

BE Al N THE KNOWO ALL

KEEP IN TOUCH (KIT)
Be Ain the knowo al/l
and reading the

out every Mon/Tueia email to all LHMS
parents who included email infoation on
their Emergency Care@fms. Thee emails
include the most upo-date information
about upcomingchoolevents, community
service & volunteer opportunities,
competitions (art, essay, video, etc.), and
relevant announcements from Hughes,
Hughes PTA, the South Lakes Pyramid,
FCPS, and theommunity.

Some Frequently Asked Questions About
Keep In Touch:

A What if | am not yet receiving KIT
messages?There are two possible
reasons why you may not be receiving
KIT messages: (1) FCPS has not yet
transferred your email info from your
Emergery Care form to the Keep In
Touch system. FCPS employees are

working as fast as possible to process this
information and, as soon as they do, you

should automatically staréceiving KIT
messages; or (2)od did not include
email information on your Emeegcy
Care form. In this case (or if yaannot
remember if you included email
information or not}, we recommend that
you update your Emergey Care form
electronically via weCare@ School
system.(NOTE: you must have a

AnPTA We

Y E ParentVidwaddount to do thifor more

information, visitwww.fcps.edu/kit

Howedn | agcess the BITH Weeklyc e i vi ng

gdddteywhild pach avaitengfor FGPS to t
send the KIT messages to my home?
Never fear! The entire text of the PTA
Weekly Update is refreshed every
weekend, so you will be able to access
the latest information on Monday of each
new week. (The challenge is
remembering to visit the website until
KIT starts reminding you!)

Why do | have to click a link to get the
i nformation? Why
included in the message™ur KIT
vendor resicts the number of characters
that can be included in the text of KIT
messages. Thereforerdallyis
necessary for parents to click the
enclosed link in order to access the full
textof the PTA Weekly Update.

Why do | seem to be receiving
messages seral days after they have
been sent out?lt appears that some
Aki nkso
systemi please be patient and remember
that you can always access the latest PTA
Weekly Update by visiting
www.lhmspta.com!

P1ZZA WEDNESDAY

Tired d packing snacks for your students
who routinely stay after school on
Wednesday for tutoring or club activities?
The PTA is now overseeing sales of pizza,
snacks and beverages in the cafeteria from

remain to be

canot

W



2:20-2:40pm every Wednesday. Send your
child with extra neney on Wednesdays and
stop worrying about snacks!

The Pizza Wednesday committee is in need
of volunteers to help staff Pizza Wednesdays
for the remainder of the year!Can you

spare 30 minutes every week, every other
week, or once a month? PleasmtactSheryl
atvolunteercoordinator@lhmspta.coh$AP

if you can help!

HUGHES FUN RUN IS COMING!

The Hughes physical education department
againwi | | be sponsoring
fall. The event will bepen to alHughes
students. The registration fee will be a pair
of gently used shoes, which will be donated
to an organization that will deliver them to
children in need.

Stay tuned for more information about the
Hughes Fun Run in future editions of the
PTA Weekly Update!

LHMS MAKES AYPFOR 608

Data released over the summer by the
Virginia Department of Education confirms
that Hughes Middle School met AYP
objectives, at set forth in No Child Left
Behind, for the 008 school year.

Hughes Adninistrators confirm that scores
increased in English, Math, science, history
and civics in nearly all reporting categories,
to include minority, special education,
Limited English Proficiency, and
socioeconomically disadvantaged.

Way to go, Hughes!

FAIRFAX COUNTY FISCAL YEAR 2010
BUDGET HEARINGS

Fairfax County is projecting a budget deficit
of more than $400 million for FY 2010
(beginning July 1, 2009), which must be
addessed through a combination of spending
reductions and other strategies. This will
affect our schools. Let your voice be heard!

youfaRiun Runo this

* Attend a community dialog meeting.
Twentypublic meetings have been
scheduled for this fallVisit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/government/budget/
publicmeetings.htnto register. Upcoming
dates include:

A Saturday, Sep 20, Chantilly Regional
Library/Reston Regional
Library/Sherwood Regional
Library/George Mason Regional
Library

A Tuesday, Oct 14,-9:30pm, Fairfax
Government Center

A Thursday, Oct 16,-8:30pm, South
County Government Center

A Tuesday, Oct 21,-9:30pm, Oakton
High School/Herndon High School/
South County Secondary
School/Marshall High School

A Saturday, Oct 25, 9:30af?,
Centerville Regional Library/Fairfax
Regional Library/Tyson®immit
Region& Library/Pohick Regional
Library

A Wednesday, Oct 29;9:30pm,
McLean Community Center

A Thursday, Nov 13, 9:30a2,
Oakton Library/Woodrow Wilson
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Library/John Marshall Library/Burke
Centre Library

1 Submit your ideas on how to close the

budget gap by visiting
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/survey/fy10s
uggestions.htnor calling the FCPS
Budget Hotline at 703249400,

TTY 711.

SPECIAL EDUCATION LEGISLATION
UPDATE

The state Board of Education is revising its
specialeducation regulations, but they will
no longer include two contentious proposals
opposed by parents of students with
disabilities.

The Department of Education withdrew a
propcsal that would allow schools to stop
providing speciakducation services to

students without their parents' consent. It also

withdrew a proposal to move educational
appeals hearings from the Virginia Supreme
Court to the Department of Education.

GovernorTim Kaine also opposed the

parental consent issue, which drew thousands

of comments from the publicmostly from
those who thought it took away parents'
rights. (from The Examiner, Sep 22009

GIFTED EDUCATION UPDATE

The state Board of Education is satering
changing gifteeeducation regulations,
including removing a requirement that state
funds allocated for gifted programs actually
be spent on those programs.

Four public hearings are to be held on this
issue, the first of which was held on
Thursday Sep 26.

TheDepartment of Educatios proposing
that schools update their giftediucation
plans annually. The state agency currently

reviews and approves such plans every five
years.

Another proposal would turn over approval
to local school boards rahthan the state.
(From The Examiner, Sep 25, 2008)

LHMS OFFERING THE FOLLOWING
CLUBS THIS YEAR

Art Club

B.O.N.D.

Board Games

Book Club

Book Lovers Club
Cheerleading
Chess

Cooking

Dance Dance Revolution
Drama

Earth Force

Fall Sports

Fitness Qlib
Geography Bee
Global Outreach Club
Hermanas
Homework Club
Hughes Newspaper
Junk Yard Band
Latin Dance Club
Needle Craft
Photography
ScienceOlympiad
Self-Defense

Step Team

=4 =2 =0-0_9_90_9_-92_24_-29_2_92_-92_-2_-2_9_99_-92_2_29_-2_-2_-2-°_2._-2-

If your child forgot to sign up for a club, they
may attendhe next scheduteclubmeeting
and do so then.
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Ent er t his
PTA Reflections
competition!

The 2002009 theme is:

WOW !

Create an original piece of work in one of six
categories:

A Musical Composition
Dance Choreography
Film/Video Production
Literature
VisuaArts
Photography
Complete entry packets are available in the ¢

QuestionsNeed access to supplies or advice
Contact Kate Herndon Millman at
reflections@Ilhmspta.orgrisitvww.fccpta.org

To view a gal |l-emigg of
entries, visitww.pta.org

ANNOUNCI NG

AFTER -SCHOOL REFLECTIONS
WORK SESSIONS!

Stay after school on Oct 2,4 or 6 for
with your Refldmons project. All
categories of entries welcome!

Projects due
Thursday, October 16, 2008.

Family
SKATE NIGHT
at Skatequest!!

SKATEQUEST

Friday, Octobe r17
7:30 -9:30pm

12150 Sunset Hills Road
Reston, VA
(near the Reston Post Office)

Admission
$6 (entrance only)
$7 (entrance + skate rental)

25% of all sales made during this
time will be donated to the Hughes
PTA € so come j o
channel your inner Michelle Quan!

IMPORTANT: Please note that only
tickets sold by PTA VOLUNTEERS at
the PTA ticket sales table in the front
lobby will be eligible for the donation
program i so please do not purchase
your tickets at the Skatequest counter!

Also, please remember that the PTA will
be unable to accept credit cards, so
please plan to pay by cash or check!
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Fairfax County
Council of PTAs

PR

everychild. onevoice.

| T6S NOT TOO LATE TO JOI N THE LHM

Please consider joining the LHMS PTAur students benefit directly from the efforts, time, and
fundraising events directed by OUR PTA.

But participat i omeedtmbe & rhagrcBnimitmetto e s n 0t

1. Join and volunteer as you are alideR € é

2. Join and give only financial support but help fund the various activities and programs that
enrich our school, its teachers and administration, and most importantly, its students.

Did you know that LHMS PTA membership dues support:

Bus transportation for field trips

Computers/technology equipment purchases for the school

Art show at U.S. Geological Survey

Fall Run

Poetry Slam

Reflections Program

8th grade celebration

Multi cultural Celebration

School Beautification projects

Teacher grants to fund enrichment projects

=4 =4 =4 -8 _9_9_9_°5_2°_-2-

And LHMS PTA Membership also affords you acceskdnefitsthrough local, state, and national
PTA associations. Members gain access to
1 MEMBERSONLY resources through the National PTA such as online leadership training
courses and discounts at Barnes and Noble, Liberty Mutual, Sharp Electronics, Southwest
Airlines, T-Mobile, and more.
PTA Parentan electronic newsletter that covespits of interest to parents.
This Week in Washingtpan electronic newsletter produced when Congress is in session
that explains national legislation affecting families and public education.
91 Discounted member rates for the annual PTA National Conveatidron subscriptions to
the print version oOur ChildrenMagazine.
T Access to t he Nato-Mamber Netwerk, £é grassvbetmdreocacy
system that connects PTA members with members of Congress.

== =

So please take a moment aH@IN the LHMS PTA! To become a member, go to
www.lhmspta.conand click oniClick & Pledg®. | f t her e are any questi ol
to contacimembership@Ihmspta.com
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INTRODUCING OUR 2008-2009PTA Committee Chairs!

Activity Committee Chairs

1 Art Show Diana Hirshfeld

1 Beautification Catherine Linberg

1 Book Fair Megan Maslouhi, Juli Westfall 1

91 Bulletin Board Tena Page

1 Community Service

1 County Council Rep

1 Diversity Academic Achievement

1 Eight Grade Celebration Kelly Kroll

1 Email Administrator (KIT) Jeanette Thomas

9 Hispanic Outreach Maria Reguerin

1 Hospitality Claire Cyncynates, Sara McAlpine

1 Model Campus Representative Elysa Katz

1 Multicultural Fair (PTA Liaison) Anya Avilov

i New.to Hughes Teacher Welcome . Please join us in thankintf

1 Outside M.essage Board N Dawn Dzurilla these generous individua{

1 Panther Field Day (PTA Liaison) : . | for stepping up to organizi

1 Poetry Contest Amy Shaw, Cindy McBride and support our PTA!

1 PTA Membership Ronnie Levine activities in the oming

1 PTA Newsletter Jeartte Thomas ; | ;

1 Publicity & Photography Jeanette Thomas, Annabella Vagonis year:

1 Reflections Kate Herndon L

1 Special Education Liaison Mary Nell Clark Se_e a name You recognlzf

9 Student Directory Shannon Hill, Maureen Becker i Join a committee and heli

§ Student Directory Advertising C_’Ut! Many hands mak¢

1 Student Recognition (StagsB.U.G.) Bettina Brunner, Cindy McBride | light work! i

f Superintendentds Parent Advisoryé :
Board Meetings John Moriarty * To sign up to support an

1 Teacher MiniGrants Kelly Kroll . of the following activities!

f Website Administrator Melissa Swift . (or to fill one of our:

9 Volunteer Coordinator Sheryl Cosing ; remaining open positions}

please contact our

Fundraising Committee Chairs volunteer coordinator at

1 Basketball Game Eric Smith, Jeanette Thomas

1 Box Tops for Education Christine Stout i volunteercoordinator@

1 Bulb Sale Mary Lueker Ihmspta.com

91 Dining for Dollars Kristine Mayo : :
1 Grocery & Merchant Rebate programBara Allen
1 Investin Hughes Sheryl CosingJuliePaiewonsky T T '
1 Panther Discount Cart Kathleen Herron

1 Panther Field Day Concessions Sara McAlpine

1 Pizza Wednesday Tricia Graves, Kim Shoop

1 Skate Nights Juli Westfall, Diana Hirshfeld

1 Spiritwear Sales Sue Horn



THE WAYS TO THE MEANS

By Laura Fyfe PTA VP Ways & Means (Fundraising)

SRORORERE

Thankstoallwhospported our bul b sale and o,andtoabdubparént y 6 s
volunteers who staffed the PTA table at Open House and Back to SchoolTtighks to you, the yeaias
gotten off to a great start.

Following is a list of fundisers that are underway or coming up soon. Remember, this year we are offering 2
convenient ways to shop: use our €8tepShopping form (attached to this newsletter) to order multiple items

& pay for all of them with one check; or, visitww.lhmspta.cormand click on the Click & Pledge link for the
convenience of credit card shopping.

1 PTA Membership. Help support Hughe&ND have a voice in helping shape initiatives to improve the
guality of education at our scbib

9 Skate Night. Join us on Oct 17 for an evening of ice skating! A portion of the proceeds will be donated to
Hughes. Tickets will go on sale soon.

I PizzaWednedays. Dondt f eel |l i ke packing a snack for tho
after-school activities? Pizza, snacks & drinks are available for sale224Ppm in the cafeteria.

9 Advertise in Student Directory. There is still time to submit an advertisement for your company. For
more information, download the directory order fatmwww.lhmspta.com

i Panther discount carcs. Offerscaskb a c k a't some of the areads most
Dominoes & DairyQueen

Crest Discount cards. $100s worth of savings at Crest Drycleaning, de & only $25.

Invest in Hughes program We arecollecting funds to purchase munkeded technology resources for
the school, to include calculators, computers and more

1 LHMS teeshirts. Thisyead s t efeature the NEY Hughes logo designedHughes students last
year. AfTheyde @&!

1 Hughes sweatshirts The perfect outerwear fahilly fall & winter afternoon$ especially if you have any
classes in our fAlearning cottageso!

1 Hughes Car Magnets.Don 6t f or get t o s h o wcomfmdnitypypurchassigah o o | p
Hughes car magnet!

1 Boxtops for Education. Please continue to trim those boxtops and drop them off in the collection box in
the | ibrary. l'téds amazing how quickly those dir

1 Grocery store rebate programs. Do you shop aBafeway, Giant or Harris Teeter? Register and these
merchants will donate 5% of your purchase to our school! For directions on how to register, visit
www.lhmspta.comRemember, you must-registerevery yealr
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One Stop Shopping!
Presented by the Langston Hughes PTA

1. Join the LHMS PTA. Number of memberships x $10.00/person $
Member name(s):
A Check here if you want to receive a PTiembership card(s)

2. Donate to Invest in Hughes.Donations will be used to purchase calculators and other technology
resources. Calculators at $100 each, but any amount you can contribute is welcome! $

3. Purchase LHMS Products:
-HughesPanther teeshirts (featuring our NEW LOGO!)
PLEASE CIRCLE DESIRED SIZKall sizes are adult; small runs small, medium runs big):
S M L XL XXL Total number of shirts x $12.00 $

-Hughes Panther sweatshirtghoodies)

PLEASE CIRCLE DESIRED SIZE: Total number of L sweatshirts x $25.00 $
S M L XL XXL Total number of XXL sweatshirts x $28.00 $
-Hughes Car Magnet Total number of magnets x $5.00 $

4. Purchase a Panther Discount Card.This card pays for itself!
See the reverse side of this flyer for more information about discounts offered exclusively to
Panther Discount Card holders by local merchants inclugliritalo Wing Factoy & Pub, Chengds Ori

Restaurant, Charlie Chiangds Restaurant, Dairy Queen,
Luciabs I talian Ristorante, Taco Bell & the Tortilla
Total number of cards x $10.00 $

5. Purchase a CresCleaners Discount Card. Over $100.00 worth of coupons
plus a 25% off coupon. Good at 14 area stores. NO EXPIRATION DATE!
Total number of cards x $25.00 $

TOTAL $

CASH OR CHECK (circle one) PAYMENT METHOD: | CREDIT CARD PAYMENT METHO D:

Fill out the following information and return this form to | Log on to the PTA website atww.lhmspta.comand

the front office with your check payable to LHMS PTA: [cl i ck the | ink to ACIic
system.

Student Name:

3Period Teacher s Name: | *Note: afee of 5% wibe added to credit card orders

Grade: Phone: to cover processing costs

Email:

Check #:

Items will be available for pickup at Back to School Night or will be sent home with your child!
Questions? Contact our Ways & Means Coordinataragsandmeans@I|hmspta.com
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Boxtops 4 Education

Box Tops 4 Education are being found on more and more products
at the grocery store and can help raise much-needed funds for
Langston Hughes. In addition to sending your clipped coupons to D
school, a new option is available at MAKE OUR SCHOOL A CUT ABOVE!
www.boxtops4education.com/2007.

Once registered atthesite, t he Mar ket place will take you t
Expedi a. com, Ko h,lweodwjll bringrad evenTgieater reward to the school

with your purchasesd up to 8% is donated based on your order. Special deals and
promotions also abound and, if you clip coupo
this website.

Please help support LHMS by depositing your clipped boxtops in the collection box in the
media center, by purchasing from the retailers at the Marketplace, or by spreading the
word to family and friends to visit the website and support LHMS!

¥ 2007 - Mozilla Firefox CEK

File Edit ‘Wiew History Bookmarks Tools  Help

<f':| - @ - @ ﬁ} |_| http: | fwne, boxtopsdeducation. com 2007 (Def ault . aspx |“ [}l "|SUPPORT LHMS |\\]
Coupons . Email Heweletters . Coordinater Log-In :
Sign up now »
All About Family | Activity = Extra Credit ) iy szl uys g o)
Box Tops Matters Center Recipes Promotions
Celebrating $200 million earned by America’s
schools! Sign up to support your school and
earn5 Bonus Box Tops instantly my
It's easy and free! Sign up today and enjoy these great benefits:
é Your School @ Marketplace Bl coupons u Promotions
Trackyour school's Box Earn cash far your school You'll find over 100 Print money-saiing
Tops earnings. See how when you shop online at family-pleasing recipes coupons foryour favarite
vour school compares to the Box Tops Marketplace. featuring Box Tops brands. Box Tops brands and enter
athers in your area and Choose from popular Make delicious meals and tawin Banus Box Tops far
across the nation. stores like JCPenny and earn cash foryour school your school.
Lands'End. atthe same time.
Flus, wou can sign up to receive regular email updates on your school's progress! |
Schoals need aur help today maore than ever. Box Tops makes it easy foryou to do your part by affering you everyday ways to make
a difference foryour schoal.
v

Done

— . 3
i4 Start (RS | I Mavigation Canceled ¥9 2 Firefox « | DY Box Tops 4 Education, . 12| '(,1@@ 10:39 PM



http://www.boxtops4education.com/2007

Thereds Still Ti me to Pl ace an
Advertisement in the 2008 -2009

LHMS STUDENT DIRECTORY!

Do you wo rk for a business that would
like to raise their profile by advertising to the families of the 900+
students who attend LHMS?

The 2008 -2009 Student Directory is accepting advertisements now through

September 19, 2008. Ads range from $40 for a 1/3 "d page ad to $120 for a

full page ad.

To order an ad, fildl out & return the Ayell ow
mailing. OR, contact our directory ad chair at directoryads@lhmspta.com to

learn more about advertis  ing in the 2008 -2009 LHMS Student Directory.

REGISTER FOR FRE E MONEY AT THESE
GROCERY STORES!

In-Store or Mall

Grocery Store Online Procedure
Procedure

Go towww.giantfood.com/apluto register your
Giant Bonu€ard # and designate LHMS as yo Pick up a form at an)
donor school. In past years our school earned|customer service de:
more than $1300 from this bonus program alo

Saf ewayd6s s c hoiwmanages by
e-scrip. Visitwww.escrip.conto register your
Safeway Club Card # & designate LHMS as y
donor school. In past years this program raise
more than $500!

Go towww.harristeeter.corand select Visit a customer
Harris Teeter Togethel| COMMUNITY, TOGETHER IN EDUCATION. |service desk & they
in Education program |At the bottom of the page, click the link that s¢ \will handle the
LHMS Code=5073 @A Li nkr Y¥I C Car d t o Y cltransaction foryouo
provide the requested information. the spot.

Giant A+ BonusBucks
program
LHMS Code = 01984

Safeway Back to
Schools program
LHMS CODE =
6517998

Complete a School
Designation form at
any custoner service
desk
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