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UPCOMING
EVENTS:

Apr 15, 7pm — Suicide
Awareness/Prevention
seminar at South
Lakes

Apr 16, 6:30 - PTA
meeting & reception
for Reflections winners

Apr 17 - 3" quarter
report cards mailed
out

Apr 17-18 — District
XI1 Orchestra Festival
at Hughes

Apr 20-24 Admin
Assistant appreciation
week

Apr 21 — PTA poetry
contest entries due

Apr 23, 7pm — Hughes
Art Show Open House
at USGS

Apr 24 — All “A”
Honor Roll Reception

Apr 24, 7:30pm —
SkateNight at Skate
Quest

Apr 25 — cheerleader
competition at Kings
Dominion

Apr 28 — 8" grade field
trip to Udvar-Hazy
Center

May 4-8 — Teacher
Appreciation Week

May 6 — School Nurse
Day

(continued on next pg)

LHMS PTA NEWS

Dear Hughes Families,

Spring is finally here! We are entering the 4™ quarter and your child’s report should
be arriving home shortly. Though the weather is starting to warm up, the mornings
are still cool ... remember, there’s nothing like a Hughes sweatshirt to keep the kids
toasty while outside on the fields during gym! ©

The PTA-run Hughes v. Herndon basketball game occurred in March and was a
huge success, raising almost $4000! We couldn’t have done it, though, without the
help of the many PTA volunteers who signed up to help sell tickets and concessions.
March also saw the annual Hughes Multicultural Fair, which featured arts & crafts
of other cultures, performances, and lots of delicious food.

Our chorus, band and orchestra students have been successfully competing and
performing in a variety of district and regional events throughout the spring. This
year, Hughes has the honor of hosting the Virginia District XII Orchestra Festival
on April 17-18 at the school. If you are able to assist with this event (selling
concession, crowd control, etc.) — even if you only have an hour to give! - please
contact Sheryl Cosing ASAP at sherylcosing@verizon.net.

As we get ready to welcome our rising 7" graders and bid farewell to our 8"
graders, the students are being asked to pick classes for the upcoming year. Make
sure your students have talked to their counselors and you have read over the
materials that have been sent home. NOTE: if your student will be interested in
participating in high school sports, they will need a physical dated no EARLIER
than 15 May 2009. South Lakes is offering sports physicals on June 8 — register
online at www.fcps.edu/supt/activities/atp/ppeoverview.htm.

This is also the time of year we start asking for volunteers to participate in our 2009-
2010 PTA. A lot of our activities kick off at the beginning of the year, so we need
to recruit and sign up volunteers NOW! If you want to give back to LHMS and can
step up for a position or would like to discuss what positions are available, please
contact me directly at president@Ilhmspta.com.

Our next PTA meeting will take place in the media center on April 16™ at 6:30pm
with a reception to recognize the students who participated in the Reflections
contest. Their wonderful projects will be on display for all of us to enjoy!

As the year comes to a close our school calendar is going to get VERY busy! Want
to make sure you don’t miss any of the great performances, competitions or other
important dates coming up?

= PTAWEEKLY UPDATE. The PTA posts weekly updates on the PTA
website at www.lhmspta.com. Information is refreshed every weekend &
updates are usually posted by Sunday evening. These updates are the
best, most current, most comprehensive source for school, PTA and
community information — to include upcoming events.
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May 7, 7pm — Pyramid
Symphonic Band

Concert at South Lakes o e .
* PTANEWSLETTER. The April edition of the newsletter has just been

May 7-9 — Hughes posted to the PTA website (www.lhmspta.com). The newsletter

drama dept. presents compliments the PTA weekly updates by providing more in-depth info about
Cinderella! PTA activities, community activities of interest to Hughes families, answers
May 14, 6:30pm — PTA to Freque.nt'ly Asked Qge_stions, high school transition information, summer
meeting & poetry camp/activity opportunities, and more.

contest reception Thanks for all you do for our children and I look forward to seeing or meeting you

May 15 — 4™ quarter in the future!

interims mailed out (lc l 2 l ” E l [
May 15-16 — Music _
Dept. trip to Busch PTA President

Gardens president@lhmspta.com

May 18-Jun 1 -SOL
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FGA POEGR%® CONGEST 1Y

May 20, 7pm — Spring
Band Concert

May 25 — Memorial Day
holiday

In honor of National Poetry Month, the Hughes PTA is once again
sponsoring a school-wide poetry contest.

Winning entries will be published in the May & Jun editions of the Hughes
News and collected into a professionally bound chapbook.

RULES:

= 15t 2" 39 and Honorable Mention winners will be chosen for each
team

June 4 — Spring
Orchestra concert +
awards ceremony

June 8 — sports

physicals at South

Lakes

= Poems can be silly or serious, rhymed or free verse, but must be
ORIGINAL

» Students may enter as many poems as they wish

June 10-15 — Final
Exams window

June 11 — PTA meeting

& volunteer turnover » Poems must be neatly written o

can’'t read it, we can’t judge

= Make sure to include NAME and TEAM written on the BACK of the
paper. Anonymity will be carefully maintained during the judging
process

_._1
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June 11, 9:30am —
reception for all PTA
volunteers

June 12, pm — 8" grade

celebration = Judges will be students from Thomas Jefferson High School

June 17 — Panther Field

Day & Poetry Slam ENTRIES DUE APRIL 21 (turn into your English teacher)

WINNERS ANNOUNCED MAY 4
RECEPTION FOR WINNERS MAY 14

June 18 — last day of
school

June 30 — 4" quarter
report cards mailed out

ﬂlllllllllllllllllllllllIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII.
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rmation about the FCPS summer school

Inf
nEms me pnroogram information is now available. FCPS

HUGHES o

HUGHES WINNERS!

rs credit recovery, SOL remediation, ESOL,
accelerated online courses for high school

students; academic intervention programs for
elementary and middle school students; and a

February was a big month for Hughes wide variety of enrichment programs and

students, who were recognized by a variety of cou
arts and service organizations for their see
accomplishments! are
http

rses, and arts and tech camps for students
king summer learning opportunities. Details
available at
J/lwww.fcps.edu/news/summer.htm

= Odyssey of the Mind. Congratulations to
Alex Vagonis, Sean McElrath, Sharon
Zhao, and Michael Chan, the Langston

Hughes Odyssey of the Mind team for their 0OOPENONORSO TO BE

First place finish at the Regional AVAILABLE NEXT YEAR

Competition this past weekend. Their win _

qualifies them to advance to the statewide LHMS will be one of several FCPS

Odyssey of the Mind competition. We wish el ementary schools debut
them the best of luck! Honor sl f"ogradermstudsritsmext 7

year. Though teachers will still

HUGHES WELCOMES NEW STAFF

recommend students for honors classes,

Due to both joyous reasons (maternity leave!) parents of students who are not

and less joyous reasons (illness), Hughes is recommended for honors classes may
pleased to welcome several new staff request that they be placed in honors
members to our community. Some of these classes. (NOTE: Students who are placed
staff members will be joining us only by parent request in honors classes will not
temporarily, while others will be will us through be allowed to switch out of those classes

the remainder of the school year. Please join
us in welcoming them to our community!

once enrolled.) Stay tuned for more
information in future Hughes

= Caitlin Daniels (Caitlin.daniels@fcps.edu ) communications.
is the long-term sub for Joyce Knox in
Social Studies. HUGHES NEWS 6 COMING THIS
= Angela EImore (Angela.elmore@fcps.edu ) APRIL!
is the long term sub for Meredith Lindsey in = District XIl Orchestra Festival. Hughes

English.

= Erin Waller (Erin.waller@fcps.edu ) is the
long term sub for Jessica Savage in Music.

=  Barbara Rovner (Barbara.rovner@fcps.edu
) is the long term sub for Laura Vagts in
English.

= Sheila Kirlin (Sheila.kirlin@fcps.edu ) is the

long term sub for Lynne Gamon, our

school’'s speech pathologi
SUMMER SCHOOL INFORMATION
NOW AVAILABLE

has been chosen to host this annual
district-wide event. If you are interested in
volunteering to help with crowd control,
concession sales, etc, please contact our
volunteer coordinator at
sherylcosing@verizon.net.

Art Show. During the month of April, over
200 works of art created by Hughes
students will be on display at the U.S.
Géo‘ogical Survey Visitor Center. The
highlight of the show will be an Open
House at 7pm, April 23. All members of
the Hughes community are invited to
view the works of art, talk to our student
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artists, enjoy appetizers prepared and
served by our Family & Consumer Arts
students, and listen to original poetry by
Hughes student poets.

= Reflections reception. The PTA will
honor ALL Reflections contest entrants at a
reception scheduled for 6:30pm, April 16.
All are welcome to attend and view the
works of art, music, photography and
sculpture created by our student artists!
(The reception will be immediately followed
by the Apr PTA meeting at 7pm.)

= Cinderella. The drama department has
been rehearsing for months in anticipation
of performances scheduled for May 7-9.
Please plan to support the efforts of our
student actors and technicians by attending
one or more of the performances!

= SOL Reading Workshops. In anticipation
of the Reading 8 SOL scheduled for May,
certain students have been selected to
participated in a FREE after-school and/or
Saturday enrichment program designed to
help them strengthen reading skills. If you
have been contacted by the school, we
urge you to take advantage of this
opportunity to help your student gain skills
and confidence for the Reading 8 SOL!

HUGHES NEWS & MARCH

= Multicultural Fair. Approx. 150 people
participated in the annual Hughes
multicultural fair. They enjoyed
performances, activities and food
representing the wide variety of cultures
represented by our student body.

= Hughes v Herndon basketball game.
The pep band was rocking, the

cheerleaders were cheering, and the
crowds were on their feet as our 7" grade
student team came within a few points of
victory and our 8" grade student team
triumphed over the Herndon MS Hawks!
Thanks to the many, many volunteers who
helped out with ticket and concession
sales, this annual event raised over $3000!

= Books of Hope. Once again, many
Hughes English 7-8 students will be
participating in the Books of Hope project.
The goal of the project is to produce
student-produced non-fiction books that are
then sent to children in the war-torn country
of Uganda. If your student will be
participating in this project, please
encourage them to do their best work! All
students who patrticipate in Books of Hope
will receive IBMYP community service
hours.

IBMYP PERSONAL P ROJECT FAIR

Are you the parent of a student considering
working towards an IBMYP certificate in 10"
grade? Come to South Lakes at 7pm on
Monday, Apr 20 to view Personal Projects
submitted by current Certificate candidates.
This is a great opportunity to learn more about
the IBMYP personal project requirement.

SOL AND FINAL EXAM SCHEDULE
FINALIZED

See the attached page for the 09-10 SOL and
Final Exam schedule for Hughes students.
Both of these resources are available for
downloading from the Hughes website at
www.fcps.edu/HughesMS.
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HUGHES MS FINAL EXAM SCHEDULE

I 2009

Day Date Period
Wednesday June 10, 1009 Period 1 & Period 5
Thursday June 11, 2009 Period 2 & Period 4
Friday June 12, 2009 Period 3 & Period 7
Monday June 15, 2009 Period 6
SOL TESTING SCHEDULE
WEEK OF May 18 -22
Daily Schedule | Mon, May 18 Tues, May 19 Weds, May 20 Thurs, May 21 Fri, May 22
7:25-9:10 1% period 2" period 1% period 2" period 1% period
(200 mins) Civics (Lasers) US History Science 8 (Stars) Science 8 (Lasers)
Spec Ed Testing (Supernovas) Spec Ed Testing
Spec Ed Testing
9:10-9:20 Break/Pass Break/Pass Break/Pass Break/Pass Break/Pass
(10 mins)
9:20-11am 3 period 3™ period 3 period 3™ period 3" period
(100 mins) Civics (Stars) Civics (Galaxy) US History Science 8 Make-ups
ESOL Testing (Gamma Rays) (Galaxy)
ESOL Testing ESOL Testing
11-12:40 5™ period 4™ period 5™ period 4™ period 5™ period
Lunch = 30 mins A Lunch = lunch 11:00-11:30, class 11:35-12:40
Class = 60 mins B Lunch = class 11:05, lunch 11:35-12:05, class 12:05-12:40
C Lunch =class 11:05-12:05, lunch 12:05-12:40
12:45-2:20 7™ period 6" period 7™ period 6" period 7™ period
(95 mins) US HISTORY
(Comets)
(continued on n ext page)




WEEK OF May 25

-29

Daily Schedule | Mon, May 25 Tues, May 26 Weds, May 27 Thurs, May 28 Fri, May 29
7:25-9:10 2" period 1% period 2" period 1% period
(100 mins) MEMORIAL DAY Geometry Algebra 1 HN (7“‘) Reading 7 Reading 7
HOLIDAY (Comets) (Gamma Rays)
9:10-9:20 Break/Pass Break/Pass Break/Pass Break/Pass
(10 mins)
9:20-11am 3" period 3 period 3 period 3 period
(100 mins) Algebra 1 HN (8" | Algebra 1 (8") Reading 7 Special Ed &
(Supernovas) ESOL Testing
11-12:40 4™ period 5" period 4™ period 5" period
Lunch = 30 mins A Lunch = lunch 11:00-11:30, class 11:35-12:40
Class = 60 mins B Lunch = class 11:05, lunch 11:35-12:05, class 12:05-12:40
C Lunch = class 11:05-12:05, lunch 12:05-12:40
12:45-2:20 6" period 7™ period 6" period 7™ period
(95 mins)
Week of Junel -5
Daily Schedule | Mon, June 1 Tues, June 2 Weds, June 3 Thurs, June 4 Fri, June 5
7:25-9:10 1% period 2" period 1% period 2" period 1% period
(100 mins) Reading 8 Reading 8 (Stars) | Math 8/Math 7 Makeups & Makeups
(Galaxy) Special Ed Testing Retakes
Algebra 1l &
Geometry
9:10-9:20 Break/Pass Break/Pass Break/Pass Break/Pass Break/Pass
(10 mins)
9:20-11am 3rd period 3 period 3 period 3 period 3 period
(200 mins) Reading 8 Math 7 HN Math 7 Reading 7 Special Ed &
(Lasers) (Supernovas) ESOL Testing
ESOL 8 Testing
11-12:40 5th period 4™ period 5™ period 4™ period 5™ period
Lunch = 30 mins A Lunch = lunch 11:00-11:30, class 11:35-12:40
Class = 60 mins B Lunch = class 11:05, lunch 11:35-12:05, class 12:05-12:40
C Lunch = class 11:05-12:05, lunch 12:05-12:40
12:45-2:20 7" period 6" period 7" period 6" period 7" period

(95 mins)




OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION Fawily
SKAGE NIGHG
4TH ANNUAL at Skatequestl!
SPECIAL EDUCATION
CONFERENCE

SKATEQUEST

Saturday, April 25
8a.m.—1:30 pm,

Marshall High School
7731 Leesburg Pike
Falls Church

Friday, April 24
7:30 -9:30pm

Workshops, information & exhibits for
families of students with special needs

ranging from mild to severe. :
12150 Sunset Hills Road

Reston, VA
(near the Reston Post Office)

=  Workshop topics include: Home-School
Communication, Assistive Technology,
Help with Homework, Reading, Writing in OR
Content Areas, Behavior Management,
Social Skills, Preschool Transition, English
for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL)
Services for Language Learners with
Disabilities, and more.

Admission
$6 (entrance only)
$7 (entrance + skate rental)

25% of all sales made during this time
will be donated to the Hughes PTA

.. SO come join wus
inner Michelle Quan!

= Information tables include: Best Buddies,
Child Find, Down Syndrome Association of
Northern Virginia, Eddies Club, The Parent |
Resource Center, Parents of Autistic
Children of Northern Virginia (POAC),
Assistive Technology, The ARC, and many ! || IMPORTANT: Please note that only
others. || tickets sold by PTA VOLUNTEERS at the
. || PTA ticket sales table in the front lobby
i || will be eligible for the donation program
|| —so please do not purchase your tickets at
' | the Skatequest counter!

GET SMART about the many, many
agencies providing support and resources
for students with special needs!

Also, please remember that the PTA will be
unable to accept credit cards, so please
plan to pay by cash or check!

To learn more, download the flyer at
http://www.fcps.edu/ss/conference/
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FGA & COMMINMIGY ANNOUNCEMENTGS

POETRY CONTEST

amsements. If you would like to be part of the

bon’t forgei 1o enier tne ERMMSEPUpBGIE s oy

contest! See the ad on the first page of this '

newsletter for more information. The deadline = A final skatenight spirit night/fundraiser has been
to submit entries is Apr 2dchedfed fofMpn24t del ay!

HUGHES ART SHOW AT USGS

The 9" Annual Langston Hughes art exhibit will
be hosted by the USGS during the month of
April. The event traditionally includes an
opening reception featuring music by members
of the Hughes orchestra, poetry readings by
Hughes students, food
catered by the Hughes
Family & Consumer
Sciences program, and
opportunities to meet
and talk with the
students artists whose
works will be on display.

Last year over 150 works of art were
displayed, and a similar number of entries are
expected this year.

Volunteers will be needed to transport and hang
the art work on or about March 31/April 1.
Take down will be on April 30. If you are
interested in volunteering to support this event,
please contact Diana Hirschfeld at
artshow@Ihmspta.com.

MINUTES FROM MAR PTA MEETING

Approx 40 new students are expecteditae

Hughes next year, bringing total school enroliment to

~980.

Planning is underway foetidofyear Panther
Field Day celebration. Thidotayevent
typically features carrstyde rides, movies,
contests and more. If you would likeat be p
of the committee planning this event, contact
president@Ihmspta.com

Planning is also underway foitip@a8e
dance/celebration. This evening event feature
music, dancing, food, contests and other

The school will be one of several FCPS middle
schools offering fiOpen
more information, see Hughes Information.

APRIL IS AUTISM AWARENESS WEEK
AT THE PARENT RESOURCE CENTER

In honor of Autism Awareness Month, the
Parent Resource Center has posted a
comprehensive list of resources, activities,
lesson plans, and events of interest to families
with children on the autism spectrum. Visit
www.fcps.edu/cco/pre/documents/AutismAwar
enessResources.pdf for information.

S.L.E.E.P. UDATE

At its meeting on March 19, the Fairfax County
School Board voted to reject the proposed bell
schedule (known as Iteration 3) and confirm
the existing structure.

Based on a report from its Transportation Task
Force, the School Board considered the
possibility of changing school start and
dismissal times, beginning with the 2009-10
school year. In addition to new start and
dismissal times, the Transportation Task Force
report offered recommendations that
would also improve the overall
effectiveness
transportation system.

of

The School Board will continue
to work with the community to devise and
evaluate other proposed bell schedule
iterations that might allow the county to realize
the benefits of later start times for high school
students while simultaneously addressing

School and community priorities.

FCP
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FAIRFAX COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD
PRESENTS FY 2010 BUDGET TO
FAIRFAX COUNTY BOARD OF
SUPERVISORS

Dan Storck, chair of the Fairfax

County School Board, presented O
the Fairfax County Public
Schools (FCPS) FY 2010
advertised budget to the
Fairfax County Board of
Supervisors on Tuesday,
March 31, and invited
members of the Board of
Supervisors to visit schools in their districts so
that they can see how tax dollars are spent to
help schools teach their students and to learn
about the cuts that schools will have to make
to live within the FY 2010 advertised budget.

—FCPS is a tight effeatied |
operation that producesworld-c | ass resuldmd IBoard of
Fai r faddress@ @650nhilljon Budyst ehortfall for

said Storck. —Resi dents of
reason to be proud—not just of our educational
excellence but of our ability to produce this

excell ence at Hemotedthislby w

comparing Fairfax

data gathered by the Washington Area Boards
of Education.

Storck pointed out that the FY2010 budget is
$10.3 million less than the approved budget for
the current year, even with more students, and
that the FY 2010 budget includes a decrease
in per-pupil spending of $498. Because of an
infusion of state stabilization funding—which
came from federal stimulus funds—and other
savings, the School Board has reduced its
increase in the requested transfer from the
Fairfax County budget from $56.8 million to
$21.3 million. This increase will help offset the
cost of educating approximately 5,000
additional students expected to enroll in FCPS
for the 2009-10 school year as well as
supporting the rising number of students
enrolled in special education and English for
speakers of other languages (ESOL) programs
and students who are eligible for free or
reduced-price meals. FCPS will also open two
new elementary schools in September.

pr
maaiaged8tocok! referring to
S!

s admi
pupil costs to surrounding school districts using

Storck also asked the Board of Supervisors to
restore $3.7 million in the Fairfax County

budget that would fund school resource

officers in middle schools, clinic room aides,

Head Start classes, and cuts in the middle

school after-school program. He called these
services —critical to ou
and secure environment f

FCPS has taken $157.5 million in cost
avoidances and reductions for FY 2010,
including freezing salaries for all staff
members. Taking into account student growth,
there will be a net reduction of 248 positions in
all categories except classroom teachers and
instructional assistants. Classroom size will
increase by .5 student, which will demand
more from FCPS teachers.

—OQur approach this year wa
solution to our budget o]

r
or

|
1
Supervisor |

Fairfax County. —Sc hool Board membe
Fairfax County supervisors held joint meetings

c ost Il with citizens to determine priorities
ni f arid hawveemadersignifigaet budget

reductions—based on those
conversations—to meet the

shortfall.

—Excel |l ecttkce attra
excellence, Il said
—lt is .why peopl e

this area want to live in Fairfax

County and why businesses want to locate

her e. .We cannot afford to
excellence with further budget cuts in the short

term that will affect our ability to move forward

when the economy i mproves. |
The complete presentation can be viewed at
http://www.fcps.edu/news/fy2010.htm. The

Board of Supervisors will approve its transfer

to the School Board on Monday, April 27,

followed by School Board public hearings on

Tuesday, May 12, and Wednesday, May 13.

FCPS ANNOUNCES NEW GRADING
SCALE

In January 2009, the Fairfax County School
Board voted to change the FCPS grading scale
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by increasing the grade point weight for
Advanced Placement (AP), International
Baccalaureate (IB), select dual enrollment
college, and honors courses. The School
Board also directed Superintendent Jack Dale
to recommend "variants on a basic ten-point
grading scale with pluses and minuses" for
implementation at the beginning of the 2009-10
school year. Dr. Dale will present
recommendations for a new grading scale at
the April 20 School Board work session.

KEEP IN TOUCH UPDATE

Visit www.fcps.edu/kit/index.htm to
registering your up-to-date email info and
preferences!

The capabilities of the new ConnectED/KIT
system adopted by FCPS over the summer
have been expanded. In addition to
important announcements from the school,
you may now:

= Change/update your email information
online at the KIT website

= Enroll grandparents, aunts/uncles, or other
caregivers who may wish to receive school
information

= Choose to receive information from more
than one school (up to five)

0 Be sure you are receiving
information from all the schools
your children attend

o Rising 8" graders may wish to take
register to start receiving
information from their high school
NOW, so that they do not miss any
important announcements about
rising 9" grade orientations or
curriculum events.

= Choose to receive community outreach
messages from the school division

»= Choose to receive information on specific
topics you choose

0 To continue receiving emails from
the Hughes PTA, please check the
i PTAOI ibyowdo not do this,

you may stop receiving emails such
as this one!

NOTE: If you subscribed to KIT last year,
you must re-subscribe to continue receiving
messages. If you know of other Hughes
parents who are not receiving important school
info via ConnectED/KIT, PLEASE urge them
to visit www.fcps.edu/kit/index.htm and
subscribe today!

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A
MENTOR?

Mentoring in Fairfax County Public Schools
occurs throughout the entire school system
and at all levels. According to data from the
2007-08 school year, a total of 127
mentoring programs are in place in FCPS:
94 elementary school programs, 19 middle
school programs, and 14 high school
programs. These data also indicated that
approximately 4,000 students in FCPS were
being mentored.

If you are interested, consider several factors,
including the age and number of young people
you want to work with—elementary, middle, or
high school-age children; one youth or several.
(There is a difference between mentoring a
child one on one versus coaching a group of
young people). Also, consider the setting that you
may want to mentor in, such as a school, the
community, or a business. For more information,
go to
http://www.fcps.edu/cco/mentor/index.htm.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

= VIRGINIA DISTRICT XIll BAND &
ORCHESTRA SOLO & ENSEMBLE
FESTIVAL. Fri-Sat, Apr 17-18, Hughes.
This district festival is being hosted by
Hughes this year. Volunteers are needed
to help with crowd control & concession
sales: if you can help, please contact
sherylcosing@verizon.net ASAP!

» 8™ GRADE CELEBRATION PLANNING
COMMITTEE. The 8th Grade Celebration
committee is looking for additional
members to help plan this year's 8th Grade
Celebration. We are looking for help with
the various tasks such as decorations, food
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planning, ticket sales, photography, etc. If
you have interest in one or any of the
areas, have creative ideas for making this a
fun event, or just want to help out, send an
email to
eighthgradecelebration@lhmspta.com

NOMINATING COMMITTEE. Volunteers
are still needed to serve on the PTA
nominating committee. This is a short-
term commitment (Mar-Apr) that involves
helping the PTA to identify and nominate
officers for the coming school year. Once
the nominating committee members have
been approved by vote (which happens at
the March PTA meeting), the committee
will prepare a slate of officers to be
presented at the April PTA meeting. The
slate of candidates will then be voted on by
the entire PTA membership at the June 4"
band concert. Those interested in serving
on this important committee, please contact
Yolanda Maldonado at
president@lhmspta.com

TERRASET CARNIVAL (Setup= Apr 18,
event=Apr 19, 12-5pm) Are you a Terraset
alumni? Are you interested in community
service hours? Volunteer to work at the
Terraset Carnival this spring! You can sign
up for one hour or more. For more
information, contact Dianne Rose at
writedianne@comcast.net or 703-715-
8363.

RA SEEKING VOLUNTEERS FOR THE
5K FUND RUN/WALK. Sat. Apr 18, 7-
9am, Lake Audubon, 2070 Twin Branches
Rd. Purpose of the 5K Fund Run/Walk is
to raise awareness and funds for Nature
House. We need at least 15 race marshals
positioned along the trail/pathway to direct
runners/walkers through the course, assist
runners, and shout encouragement!
Volunteers will receive a t-shirt and
breakfast! There will be a mandatory
volunteer orientation for Race
Marshals/Monitors on Friday, April 17th at
6:30 p.m. at Lake Audubon. To volunteer
or for more information please email Ha
Brock, RA Volunteer Coordinator, at
habrock@reston.org or call 703-435-7986.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR 2009
RESTON MULTICULTURAL FESTIVAL
PLANNING COMMITTEE

The 2009 Reston Multicultural Festival
planning committee is looking for
community volunteers to help plan and
coordinate the festival that celebrates the
rich medley of cultures and deep
community spirit found in Reston. The
Reston Multicultural Festival will take place
on Saturday, September 26, 2009 from
11am to 5pm at the Lake Anne Village
Center in Reston. The first planning
meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 21 in
the late afternoon or early evening.
Meetings will continue on the third Tuesday
of the month through September. Sub-
Committees that are seeking community
volunteers include Food, Logistics, Arts &
Crafts, Family & Youth Activities, Volunteer
& Hospitality, Public Relations, and
Entertainment.

COMMUNITY: 2009 BEST BUDDIES
WALK VA WALK & SCREEN ON THE
GREEN. Sat, May 9. Join hundreds of
Best Buddies friends and supporters for a
one- or three-mile walk through Nottoway
Park. Then, return to the Oakton HS
campus for a BBQ celebration featuring a

—Screen on the Greenl

a 30 foot screen, music, games and
activities. Create or join a team, walk as an
individual or sponsor a team, school,
Buddy Pair or walker. Register at
www.bestbuddiesvirginia.org. With a
donation of $25 per individual walker or
$40 per Buddy Pair, you will receive an
event t-shirt and ticket to the post-walk
party. Best Buddies, founded by Anthony
Kennedy Shriver in 1989, is a non-profit
organization dedicated to enhancing the
lives of people with intellectual disabilities
through one-to-one friendships and
integrated employment. For more
information, contact Katie Kirkland at (703)
533-9420 or

katiekirkland @bestbuddies.org.

mo Vv
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR PTA FUNDRAISERS!

GO WARS GO
ORDER,
GWO WARS GO PAR!

Remember, this year we are offering 2
convenient ways to shop! Use our
One-Stop-Shopping form (to pay by
check or cash) OR use our online
Click & Pledge system (to pay by
credit card). Both the One-Stop-
Shopping form and Click & Pledge are
accessble at www.lhmspta.com

BLING FOR ROUR CARIN

HUGHES CAR
MAGNETGS
$5

HOODED SWEATSHIRTS ON SALE!!

t 6s
stay warm wearing one ohew royal blue
Langston Hughes MS hooded sweatshi
Available for $25 (sizesLy $28 (size XX
Available for purchase at the Hughes P
website at www.lhmspta.com

LANGSTON HUGHES

o

pl enty col d ¢

DISCOUNT CARDS DISCOUNTED
FOR THE NEW YEAR!

The PTA is slashing the price of its popular
Panther Discount Card from $10 to $5 for
the rest of the year. The card is good
through the end of September 2008 and
entitles the purchaser to great discounts at
10 local merchants, to include Pizza Hut,
Domi no’' sT aRioz zBae,| | | C
Oriental Restaurant, Lakeside Inn, Buffalo
Wing Factory, Tortilla Factory, Luci a’
Italian Ristorante, House of Mandarin and
the ever-popular Dairy Queen. Take
advantage of Domino’
freell offer just ong
already have paid for itself!

COLLECTION BOX
LOCATED IN
MEDIA CENTER

MAKE

OUR SCHOOL A CUT ABOVE!

NO

=Campbel | s S¢

YES

= Safeway receipts
= Etc.

Hughes PTA daast
participate in these progra

Accordingly, any donated
labels/receipts/etc. we rec
are discarded.

However, some schools D
participate in these progra
Please consider donating
these itemto other area
schools that participate in
these programs!




SUMMER LEARNING & FUN

REGISTRATION FOR  SPRING
SPORTS | CURRENTLY UNDERWAY
Visit the following websites to register:

= Reston Baseball and Softball
www.eteamz.com/restonlittleleague/

= Coed Flag Football,
www.RestonSeahawks.org

= Herndon-Reston Lacrosse (boy and
girls), www.HRYL.org

= Reston Soccer
www.restonsoccer.com/home/default.

asp

SUMMER DEBATE CLUB

Champion Debate Camp is a one week day camp
that teaches the basics of high school policy debate.
Campers will have the opportunity to enhance skills
such as public speaking, logical thinking, argument
construction, and persuasion. Champion Debate
Camp is a completely student (high school to
college) run organization, the majority of whom are
volunteers and all profits are donated buildOn, an
organization dedicated to "partnering after-school
service programs in the U.S. with communities in
developing countries to build schools." For more
information, contact championdebate@gmail.com or
Franklin Zheng (co-director) at
zheng.franklin@gmail.com or visit
championdebate.com.

SUMMER CAMP PROGRAMS FOR
STUDENTS WI TH IEPs

There are many summer camps available
for students with special needs in the
Northern Virginia area. For more
information, visit
www.fcps.edu/cco/prc/documents/Summe

rCampResources020309.pdf

FCPS ADULT & COMMUNITY EDUCATION
(ACE) REGISTRATION OPENS MAR 5

ACE offers a variety of academic, business, sports
and activities classes for kids through adults.
Interested in summer opportunities?

Click on —Ki drs iannfdo Taebeonust
Camps, academic enrichment, language classes,
and TJ prep classes

FCPS SUMMER SCHOOL
INFORMATION NOW AVAILABLE

Summer program information is now
available. FCPS offers credit recovery,
SOL remediation, ESOL, and accelerated
online courses for high school students;
academic intervention programs for
elementary and middle school students;
and a wide variety of enrichment
programs and courses, and arts and tech
camps for students seeking summer
learning opportunities. Details are
available at
http://www.fcps.edu/news/summer.htm

RESTON ASSOCIATION
REGISTRATION

CAMPS OPEN FOR

Registration for Reston Association camps is how
open. RA offers several camps for middle school
aged students, to include:

Science Camp, Ages 8 - 12
Adventure Links, Ages 8 - 14

Teen Camp, Ages 11 - 14

Guard Start, Ages 13 - 15
Counselor-In-Training, Ages 14 - 16

For more information, visit www.Reston.org
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FAIRFAX COUNTY PARKS & VOLUNTEER FAIRFAX

RECREATION™ SUMMER Want your student to contribute to the community
PROGRAMMING over the summer? Visit www.volunteerfairfax.org for
_Parktakesl., the tri a list of volunteer opportunities for both middle/high

FCPR, lists a variety of summer classes school students and adults.
and activities suitable for all ages. Visit
http://lwww.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/parkt
akes.htm for more information.

DEADLINE TO REGISTER FOR INSTITUTE FOR THE ARTS IS APRIL 17

Now in its 22nd year, IFTA provides an opportunity for students to hone their skills within one
discipline or experience a variety of fine arts offerings. Select four 70-minute courses each day
and create a summer to remember. Institute for the Arts will be held at Robinson Secondary
School July 6 through July 30, from 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., offering visual and performing arts
enrichment programs for rising 7th through rising 12th grade students.

Tuition is $750 for Fairfax County residents and includes transportation. The tuition for non-
Fairfax County residents is $950 and does not include transportation. Reduced fee and tuition
waivers are not available for this elective program. Registration for the Institute for the Arts closes
Friday, April 17.

Become acquainted with the IFTA program during an upcoming information night on Tuesday,
April 14, 7 p.m., at Robinson Secondary School (in the blue cafeteria). IFTA staff will provide a
program overview and answer questions. For more information and to register, visit
www.fcps.edu/DIS/OHSICS/FineArts/IFTA/index.htm. : \A

O MENTORS MAKE A DI FFE
ESSAY CONGEST V, \|\
The Fairfax County Public Schools MentorWorks program is sponsoring an \
opportunity for students to showcase writing ability and acknowledge an !
i ndi vidual who has —ma d Studentsdmay stibenit @ |
one-page essay describing a mentor, tutor, school volunteer, or business I

partner who has had a significant impact on their education or life. Essays
are due by 10 a.m. on Friday, April 17.

Winners will receive a $200 savings bond from Apple Federal Credit Union
and will read their essays at the Partners in Education and MentorWorks
Celebration on May 14 at Falls Church High School. To receive an
application or for contest details, contact the mentor program coordinator at
your school or go to the MentorWorks web site at
http://www.fcps.edu/cco/mentor. For additional questions contact Shelley
Prince, MentorWorks specialist at 571-423-1223 or by e-mail at
Shelley.Prince@fcps.edu.
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SLHS IN THE NEWS!

Produced in cooperation with the
SLHS PTSA as a service to our 8" grade families who
will be transitioning to SLHS next year.

ACADEMICS & ACTIVITIES

= Congratulations to the Sbakies Science Olympiad ]
Team on its success at the NE Virginia Regional. The
team placed 5th in #®ifPictur
AExperi ment al Designo and
challenges in a field of over 20 schools from the Metro"
area.

= Congratlations to Michael Cronk for making it to the
qualifying rounds at the VHSL Debate Tournament.

= SLHS students held an organizational meeting for a
new extracurricular club, SSRIMents Against
Destructive, designed to help studgmtsabtve
aboupdentially destructissues and to encourage
and support positive decision making.

= SLHS participated in the annual Potomac Watershed
Clearup, working in conjunction with the Reston
Association. Students from the Environmental Club,
Leadershiglass, hoor societiebjologyglasses and
others were among the participants.

=  TheSLICE International Club sponsada schoel
wide talent show, showcasing the tdlShtdS
students represiagt a variety of cultural traditions
The show was featured in ahMssae of the Reston
Connection.

» This yeards SLHS busines
internships with organizations to include the Greater
Reston Chamber of Commerce, USGS, Solar Planet,
FBLA, AAHPERD, Richard J. Morgan DDS, and Office
Dept . A ApprEciatoh lougcbeorswill be .
held in April to thank employers for their participation in
this program.

» SLHS student Christina Tefera was awarded a $20,000
DECA scholarship to Johnson & Wales University.

"»n

»  SLHS student Shirley Guetio was honored at the
Res¢ on Community Centerés
festivities last month with the Youth 2008 MLK Jr .
Community Service Award.

v &Ne HRery DIStCt 1 e ¢

ART & PERFORMING ARTS

Congratulations to the South Lakes Choral Program for
its outstanding performances at the District Festival.
OurMen's and Women's Chorus earned "Excellent"
ratings and our Advanced
ratingd the highest recognition posSibte Band,

Orchestra and Chorus all earned Superior ratings,

South Lakes will be designated a Blue Ribbon

School by the State of Virginia.

The SINGSTRONG DC A Cappella Summit was held
at to South Lakes HS Mare828. The event was
hosted by the SLHS chorus and featured great
entertainment by a cappella groupslfesound the
globe

Ch

SLHS studentsnastasya Korol and Sarah Stanley

were selected to-Satarticipat
Ghordshi s6 and AChem Labo, 4
3rd i r]( AfDi sease De.t ecbi vV e
The Seahawk Step team completed against the best
teams in the Metro DC area at a competition hosted by
South Lakes

0

SLHS theat students organized and performed
AiBroadway Givse Backo, an
proceeds from the evening event were donated to the
Makea-Wish Foundation.

SLHS art students are participating in the exhibition
AEmer ging Vi si eaerRestoRAOT S 0
Center (GRACE). The exhibition highlights work of
students from South Lakes, Herndon, Mountain View
and Pimmit Hills High Schools.

8 SLHS students won recognition in the recent 2009
Regional Scholastic Art Awards competition. In
additin to 2 gold keyt@lace) awards, student Aline
Beaumont won 2 American Vision Awards.

SchoolScene on Red Apple 21 will be producing a story
about South Lakesd Essence
11 performance was taped, along with footage of
rehearsals atBS. . . _

1‘5 nS(%Ut% [arlless ch(?lcrtrlmfaentsz]:/eIrasnelIec?eéJ tlo ng
participate in District Chorus, and 2 stuelents
selected to participate i

up

n

SLHS chorus students participated in choir exchange
program with groupsSiesquehanndniversy and a
high school choir from Utah.

Congratulations to Alex Turner and Mary Davis, who
won Best Actor/Best Actress awards for their
performances at the VHSL-Aah®lay Festival for

King Jr.
After months of rehearsals and fundraising, the
SLHS Band traveled to New York to perform at


http://www.singstrong.org/

Carnegie Hall, where they received rave reviews OTHER

and a standing ovation. ] ) ]
= An alternative fuel vehicle designed by SLHS

SPORTS automotive tech students was on display at the recent
Washington Auto Shoivine vehicle demonstrated

how green technologies can produce clean burning
emissions.

= Preparations for the South LAlkNight Grad Party
(ANGP) continue. South Lakes was the first school in
Fairfax County to introduce this popuilgintadivent

=  Spring sports are underway, with the SLHS soccer,
lacross, tenniand ice hockey teams all scoring
victories among their finstgames of the season

=  South Lakes played host to the National Capital
TaeKwonDo championship in early March

»= The boys indoor track team won both the Northern providing a safe and dfigge way for students to
Region and Liberty District track titles. It was the first celebrate graduatidraditionally, over 90% of
time in school history that theweanthe indoor graduating seniors participatemore information or
regional title, and the first time since 1996 that the team to donate money or priziss,
won the district title. www.southlakeésa.org/angp.htm
* The girls basketball team posted a recegdfof 12 SLHS CONTACT INFORMATION
the year. 0  SLHS website, www.fcps.effiouthLakesHS
= The boys basketball team tieé idacke in the .
district, but lost a heartbreakingatiebte Woodson 0  SLHS PTSA/Academic Boosters
to earn the rank ofdace. www.southlakesptsa.org

= Congratulations to the wresting team on its best finish SLHS Band, www.southlakeskiaorg

in years. Six wrestlers qualified for the regional
tournament

SLHS Theater, www.sltheatrearts.com

SLHS Athletics, www.southlakesathletics.org

SLHS Athletic Boosters,
www.seahawkboosters.com

o O O o

= Congratulations to Alissa Avilov who made first team
AliDistrict Girls Swim and Dive.

= Congratulations to Quintin Fortes for earning a full
athletic scholarship to play football next year at
Delaware State University.

INFO FOR RISING 9 ™ GRADERS
WHO WILL ATTEND SOUTH LAKES

SOUTH LAKES
SPORTS
PHYSICALS

The South Lakes Academic Boosters have
created a —¥kedqQeast iy
booklet for students who will be attending

If you are planning to play a sport at South South Lakes HS.

Lakes over the summer or next year, you i

will need a current physical dated NO : Visit

EARLIER than May 15, 2009. E www.southlakesptsa.org/faq/SLHS%20FAQ
. 102908f html to download a copy of this

To accommodate potential athletes, South
Lakes is sponsoring low-cost sports
physicals at South Lakes for current and
rising South Lakes students.

extremely helpful booklet!

Physicals will be offered Mon, June 8, 5-
7pm. Students MUST register online for
an appointment at
www.fcps.edu/supt/activities/atp/ppeovervi
ew.htm
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NOMINATE A HUGHES S TAR TODAY!

nBut mar ch ever
t he

Let these words of Langston Hughes inspire you
to nominate a child to be a Hughes Star!
Throughout the year we will be posting brightly
colored stars in the front hall highlighting the
many and diverse achievements of our students.

What makes a child a star? Anything from
participation in athletics, academics or the arts;
to accomplishments in conjunction with clubs,
activities or organizations; to involvement in
activities in support of family, neighborhood, or
community.

Our goal by the end of the school year is to have
every Langston Hughes student represented by at
least one star.

So whether you are a teacher, a staff member, or
a parent — don’t wait! Nominate a LHMS
student TODAY for something they did over the
summer or since the school year began by filling
out the attached nomination form and returning it
to the front office or sending the information in
an email to stars@lhmspta.com.

Thanks in advance for helping us showcase the
achievements of our extraordinary students!

forward,
s it TaeNegro Blother, Langston Hughes

breaking

HUGHES STARS NOMINATION

(student name)

in recognition of

(describe achievement here)

[Example: John Cooper, in recognition of his participation
on the RLL Nationals All-Star Team this summer]

[Example: Anya Gardi, in recognition of her participation
in the 2007 Walk for Life walk-a-thon for breast cancer]

[Example: Shantea Marks, in recognition of his generosity
in helping an elderly neighbor with yardwork)

(Your name & relationship to student)

DID 20U KNOUN

Hughes students donated almost 100 pairs of shoes for Operation Sole, an initiative to collect
shoes for students in Haiti?

down




LHMSG s
08-09 PTA EXECUTIVE
BOARD

Yolanda Maldonado
President
president@lhmspta.com

... to Basketball co-chairs Yolanda Maldonado and
Jeanette Thomas and the many, many wonderful
volunteers who helped with ticket and concession sales.

Jeanette Thomas
VP Communications
vpcommunications@lhmspta.com

... to Anya Avilov, our enthusiastic Multicultural Fair
chair, and the parent volunteers and attendees who Laura Fyfe
helped make our Multicultural Fair a success VP Ways & Means

(Fundraising)

. ... to Book Fair co-chairs Megan Maslouhi and Juli
waysandmeans@lhmspta.com

Westfall for supporting the spring book fair

.. to Juli Westfall and Diana Hirshfeld for organizing Jody Wolfe
our final skate night of the year Treasurer

... to Diana Hirshfeld, for her many hours of hard work treasurer@Ihmspta.com

in support of the Hughes Art Show!

Monica Russ
... to Kelly Kroll, for getting the ball rolling on Secretary
arrangements for the 8" grade celebration secretary@Ilhmspta.com

... to Amy Shaw & Cindy McBride, for kicking off this
year’s annual poetry contest

... to Sheryl Cosing for keeping track of our parent Newsletter
volunteers. Submissions:

The PTA Newsletter is published
once per month in coordination

with the Hughes News.

Z
'Y/%J« W SUBMISSIONS: Articles or
article ideas should be submitted

electronically to

ptanewsletter@lhmspta.com

0 —J—J'\ ‘_rJ DEADLINES: In general, the
rq C I q s J J deadline for each month’s edition
is 5 business days after the

previous month’s PTA meeting.
Actual deadlines will be
announced at each month’s PTA
meeting.
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