
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Hughes Families, 

 

We have embarked on a New Year and have made history with the first African 

American President.  What an exciting time to be a parent … or a student! 

 

If you are the parent of a rising 9
th

 grader, we have several events coming up that 

you will want to mark on your calendars now.  For instance, our February 12 PTA 

meeting will begin at 6:30pm with Mr. Bruce Butler, Principal of South Lakes High 

School, on hand to discuss the transitioning process and answer parent questions. 

Rising 9
th

 grade parents are also encourage to attend upcoming CURRICULUM 

NIGHTS at their high school to learn more about course options.  Herndon High 

School will have their orientation on the 4
th

 at 7pm-9pm; South Lakes High School 

is scheduled for the 5
th

 7am-9am.  IB information night will be hosted at South 

Lakes High School on the 11
th

.   Students will sign up for high school courses in 

Feb/Mar through their Hughes guidance counselors – stay tuned for more 

information about this process as the date draws nearer. 

 

Meanwhile, we will also be welcoming rising 7
th

 grade parents to Hughes.  This 

event – an orientation and electives fair – is scheduled for Feb 19, 6:30pm-8:45pm.   

This is a wonderful opportunity for parents of rising 7
th

 graders (students currently 

enrolled in 6
th

 grade) to visit the school and to become informed about the various 

happenings at Hughes.  

 

It is hard to believe we are already into the third quarter!  But it is never too late for 

parents to get involved.  We have lots of events coming up that will require support, 

to include the Multicultural Fair, the Hughes Art Show at USGS, and annual 

Hughes v. Herndon basketball game.  Or, simply attend our PTA meetings and help 

us brainstorm ways to help our school succeed.  Our PTA meetings are efficiently 

run (they seldom last more than an hour) and highly informative.  You do not have 

to be a PTA member to attend, but if you need a translator please let us know in 

advance so that we can arrange for someone to be present.   

 

As always,  I appreciate all you do for our children and I look forward to meeting 

each and everyone one of you.  Have a wonderful February! 

 

Yolanda Maldonado 
PTA President 

president@lhmspta.com 

 LHMS PTA NEWS February 2009 

Volume 5, Issue 4 

UPCOMING 

EVENTS: 

 

Feb 4, 7-9pm – 

Curriculum Night at 

Herndon HS 

 

Feb 5, 7-9pm – 

Curriculum Night at 

South Lakes HS 

 

Feb 11, 7-9pm – IB 

Information Night at 

South Lakes HS 

 

Feb 12, 6:30pm – Feb 

PTA Meeting and 

“Transitioning to HS,” 

featuring Bruce Butler 

 

Feb 16 – School 

Holiday 

 

Feb 18 – Lifetouch 

Spring Pictures 

 

Feb 18 – joint 

Hughes/South Lakes 

Pre-Festival Band 

Concert 

 

Feb 19 – Joint 

Hughes/South Lakes 

Pre-Festival Orchestra 

Concert 

 

Mar 2 – Read Across 

America Day 

 

Mar 4 – Pre-Festival 

Chorus Concert 

 

Mar 5 – Multicultural 

Fair 

 

Mar 6 – Third Quarter 

Interims Mailed Out 
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NEWS FRM HUGHES 
 

HUGHES NEWS – JANUARY  

 The Harlem Wizards put on a show of 

basketball razzle-dazzle at an in-school ATL 

program in January. The kids were wowed by 

the demonstration of athleticism and 

showmanship!  Subsequently, Hughes staff 

members Les “Les is More” Jones and Rob 

“Fly Like a Robin” Robinson participated with 

staff members from South Lakes HS and other 

pyramid schools in an evening game against the 

Harlem Wizard team. Proceeds from the game 

benefited the Seahawk Boosters club. 

 Marfe Delano, author of a variety of titles for 

the National Geographic Nature Library, visited 

Hughes next Friday to talk about the process of 

writing non-fiction books.   

 Artwork and poetry by several Hughes students 

were featured in the holiday edition of the 

Reston Connection 

 6th period Civics classes walked to South Lakes 

HS to hear former congressman Harold Ford, 

Jr. speak about community involvement 

DRAMA DEPARTMENT TO STAGE 

CINDERELLA 

The Hughes Drama Dept., under the direction of 

Ms. Dewenter, is in the process of casting for the 

spring drama production, Cinderella.  Almost 100 

students attended a pre-audition meeting on Jan 22!  

Efforts will be made to ensure that everyone who 

wishes to participate has an opportunity to do so.   

Students who may be interested in working on the 

technical crew should sign up on the bulletin board 

opposite the drama room ASAP. 

BOOKS OF HOPE 

Once again, many Hughes English 7-8 students will 

be participating in the Books of Hope project.  The 

goal of the project is to produce student-produced 

non-fiction books that are then sent to children in 

the war-torn country of Uganda. 

If your student will be participating in this project, 

please encourage them to do their best work!  All 

students who participate in Books of Hope will 

receive IBMYP community service hours. 

HUGHES TO CELEBRATE BLACK 

HISTORY MONTH 

Hughes is planning several events to honor Black 

History month.  On Feb 2, the school will honor  

Langston Hughes' birthday with poetry readings on 

the morning news.  

Later in the month, two long-time African-

American residents of Reston will speak to students 

about their history as  Restonians, hurdles they have 

overcome, and their overall experiences living and 

working in our community.  On the same day, we 

are hoping to have a rededication of the "Delores 

Bohannon Wilkins Lecture Hall."   

During the entire month of February students will 

be reading "Little Known Black History Facts," on 

the Hughes Morning News. 

Lastly, several ATL lessons will address Black 

History month and the importance of racial 

diversity and tolerance now and into the future.  

 

 VALENTINE-GRAMS  

ON SALE NOW!! 

 
Support the South Lakes Cheerleaders by 
buying a Valentine-gram! On sale during 
lunch now through Thurs, Feb 12.  
Valentine-grams will be delivered during 
ATL on Feb 13 



PREPARING FOR HIGH SCHOOL 
 

 
On February 12 at 6:30pm in the LHMS cafeteria, join South  
Lakes High School principal Bruce Butler and a panel of South  
Lakes students (including several former LHMS students!) as they 
discuss what rising 8thgraders should know about high school.   
The information session will include a Q&A session afterwards.   
 
Last year this event drew a big crowd, so show up early,   
and then stay for the PTA meeting afterwards! 

CHRIS SKINNER Presents: The Ultimate Learning 

Experience 

Herndon pyramid parents and members of the Herndon/Reston community have the opportunity to hear 

from a very inspiring speaker on February 12, 2009.  CHRIS SKINNER will be at HHS at 7:30 pm in the 

HHS auditorium to speak to parents about "The Ultimate Learning Experience". (read about Chris 

Skinner here: http://www.chrisskinner.org/about.html)  

This is a powerful program for parents and students of all grade levels (grades 6 and up recommended). 

The Ultimate Learning Experience is considered one of the most inspirational motivational message on 

the student circuit.  In The Ultimate Learning Experience presentation, Chris covers: 

 The power of  choices in determining how our lives progress  

 Personal responsibility and good decision-making skills  

 Overcoming negative influences  

 Avoiding high-risk behaviors such as the use of drugs and alcohol  

 The importance of academic achievement  

While Chris reviews the decisions he made that put him in a wheelchair for life, he delivers the most 

powerful message for responsible choices that your students will ever hear.  Using a PowerPoint 

presentation with graphic visual images from before and after his accident, he walks his audience through 

his own Ultimate Learning Experience. 

Chris was the recipient of the 2007 National Spinal Cord Hall of Fame’s “Emerging Leader Award”.  

This program is a wonderful opportunity to open up discussions with your teenager.   

Chris Skinner's presentation is sponsored by the Herndon High School PTSA and the Greater Herndon 

Community Coalition. 
 

http://www.chrisskinner.org/about.html


PTA & COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

MULTICULTURAL FAIR PLANNING 

UNDERWAY 

The Hughes Multicultural Festival, scheduled 
this year for Mar 5,  is an annual event that 
showcases the cultural diversity of our students.  
The event relies on the generous support of 
LHMS parents willing to contribute food, oversee 
arts & crafts activities, share textiles, crafts and 
items that are culturally significant, participate in 
performances that highlight their unique cultural 
heritage.  If you are interested in helping to plan 
this event, or if you are willing to participate in 
the event itself, please contact the event Chair, 
Anya Avilov, at multiculturalfair@lhmspta.com.   

 

 

 

 

 

TEACHER MINI-GRANTS 

At the January PTA meeting, grants were 
approved for the following teacher requests: 

 

 $150 to purchase 3 electronic 
dictionary/spellcheck/thesauri for the special 
education department, to be used in 7th and 
8th grade classrooms 

 $330 to purchase items for Peace Week, an 
event to be sponsored by the Hughes SCA.  
Money will go for pencils and rainbow peace 
sign necklaces for all students in the school 

$200 for chemicals and other supplies to 
support the efforts of the Hughes science dept. 
and the Earthforce after-school club to monitor 
stream pollution in support of the Reston 
Associationôs environmental monitoring program 

 

FY 2010 BUDGET UPDATE 

On January 8, Superintendent Jack D. Dale 
proposed a school system budget of $2.2 
billion for FY 2010.  The FY 2010 Proposed 
Budget is a decrease of $10.3 million, or 0.5 
percent, from the FY 2009 Approved Budget. 
When coupled with a projected growth in 
enrollment of more than 5,000 students, total 
budget reductions and cost avoidances of 
$157.5 million result in the net loss of 248.1 
positions.  Budget documents and Dr. Daleôs 
presentation are available online at 
www.fcps.edu/fs/budget/brochures/proposed2
010.pdf 

 

FCPS ANNOUNCES NEW GRADING 

SCALE 

On Thurs, Jan 22 FCPS voted to change the 
FCPS grading scale by increasing the grade 
point weight for Advanced Placement (AP), 
International Baccalaureate (IB), dual 
enrollment college, and honors courses and 
has directed Superintendent Jack D. Dale to 
recommend "variants on a basic ten-point 
grading scale with pluses and minuses" for 
implementation at the beginning of the 2009-
10 school year. 

The new grading scale will include pluses and 
minuses in an attempt to more accurately 
represent student achievement while aligning 
FCPS more closely with grading scales in 
other school districts and reflecting the high 
academic standards of Fairfax County Public 
Schools. Dale's recommendation for a new 
grading scale is due to the Board by the end 
of March. 

 

mailto:multiculturalfair@lhmspta.com
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S.L.E.E.P. UDATE 

The School Board discussed the possibility of 
changing school start and dismissal times at its 
work session on Monday, January 12. At that 
meeting, the Transportation Office provided a 
third iteration of a bell schedule. No decision 
has been made on changing the bell schedule. 
Likewise, no decision has been made on any 
programs that could be impacted, such as after-
school activities and athletics. 

Before making a decision, the School Board will 
explore what parents, staff, and community 
members think about the proposed change. Six 
community dialogues will be held the last week 
in February for families and community 
members to share their thoughts. We will be 
inviting our families, community members, and 
employees to complete a survey that will be 
posted on our web site the first week of 
February. 

To stay updated on this issue, sign up to 
receive Keep In Touch messages by visiting 
https://signup.blackboardconnect.com/fcps and 
selecting to receive "School Board News and 
Updates." 

 

KEEP IN TOUCH UPDATE  

Visit www.fcps.edu/kit/index.htm to 
registering your up-to-date email info and 
preferences!   

The capabilities of the new ConnectED/KIT 
system adopted by FCPS over the summer 
have been expanded.  In addition to important 
announcements from the school, you may 
now:  

 Change/update your email information 
online at the KIT website  

 Enroll grandparents, aunts/uncles, or other 
caregivers who may wish to receive 
school information 

 Choose to receive information from more 
than one school (up to five) 

o Besure you are receiving 
information from all the schools 
your children attend 

o Rising 8th graders may wish to take 
register to start receiving 
information from their high school 
NOW, so that they do not miss any 
important announcements about 
rising 9th grade orientations or 
curriculum events. 

 Choose to receive community outreach 
messages from the school division 

 Choose to receive information on specific 
topics you choose 

o To continue receiving emails from 
the Hughes PTA, please check the 
ñPTAò box ï if you do not do this, 
you may stop receiving emails 
such as this one! 

NOTE: If you subscribed to KIT last year, 
you must resubscribe to continue 
receiving messages.  If you know of other 
Hughes parents who are not receiving 
important school info via ConnectED/KIT, 
PLEASE urge them to visit 
www.fcps.edu/kit/index.htm  and subscribe 
today! 

 

POST-SECONDARY OPTIONS FOR 

STUDENTS WITH IEPs 

If your child has an IEP, then you need to 
know more about the many programs and 
opportunities available through FCPS for high 
school and beyond!  Programs range from 
transition-support programs for college-bound 
students to community services for students 
who may require assisted living é and 
everything in between. 

http://www.fcps.edu/fts/taskforce07/documents/finalreport/iteration3.pdf
https://signup.blackboardconnect.com/fcps/
http://www.fcps.edu/kit/index.htm
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Donôt miss the following two events, coming up 
in Feb: 

 FCPS INFORMATION NIGHT: POST-
SECONDARY (after high school) OPTIONS 
FOR STUDENTS WITH IEPs 
Mon, Jan 26, 7:00ï8:30pm, Chantilly High 
School AND Feb 18, 7-8:30pm, Springfield 
HS 
It is never too soon to learn more about 
post-secondary (after high school) options 
for your student(s) with disabilities! Bring a 
big bag for all the brochures youôll pick up 
on services ranging from career 
assessment, technology support, job 
coaching services, and academy support to 
work training programs, employment and 
transitions services. Information applies to 
students with mild to severe disabilities. For 
more information, download the flyer at 
www.fcps.edu/cco/prc/documents/CTSIFF_
1_.pdf.  Registration is required: to register 
online visit 
www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=17AB8
gHnHvTE8ig9yKF8iw_3d_3d  or call 703-
204-3941. For more information, contact 
Anne Marie Cook at 571-423-4152 ro visit 
the CTS website at 
www.fcps.edu/ss/careertransition/index.htm    

 FCPS INFORMATION NIGHT: WHAT AM I 
GOING TO DO AFTER HIGH SCHOOL?  
POST-SECONDARY OPTIONS FOR 
STUDENTS WITH IEPs Weds, Feb 25, 7-
8:30pm, South Lakes High School.  Do you 
have a child with an IEP?  Itôs never too 
soon to become familiar with programs and 
options available for students with 
disabilities after they graduate from high 
school.  The seminar will address options 
for 4 year colleges, 2 year colleges, 
technical schools, apprenticeships and 
more, and is sponsored by the FCPS Office 
of Special Education, Career and Transition 
Services and the Parent Resource Center.  
Parents are encouraged to bring their 
students with them to this informative 
session. Register online at 
www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=L_2bq
CIYM4xSCiIyhndhPgzA_3d_3d, or for more 
information e-mail 

Natashi.Anthony@fcps.edu or call 571-
423-4150. 

 

ISO NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

VOLUNTEERS  

The PTA is looking for 3 volunteers to serve 
on this yearôs nominating committee.   This is 
a short-term commitment (Mar-Apr) that 
involves helping the PTA to identify and 
nominate officers for the coming school year.  
Once the nominating committee members 
have been approved by vote (which happens 
at the March PTA meeting), the committee will 
prepare a slate of officers to be presented at 
the April PTA meeting.  The slate of 
candidates will then be voted on by the entire 
PTA membership at the June 4th band 
concert.   

Those interested in serving on this important 
committee, please contact Yolanda 
Maldonado at president@lhmspta.com 

 

 

 

 

HUGHES ART SHOW AT USGS 

The 9th Annual Langston Hughes art exhibit 
will be hosted by the USGS during the month 
of April.  The event traditionally includes an 
opening reception featuring music by 
members of the Hughes orchestra, poetry 
readings by Hughes students, food catered by 
the Hughes Family & Consumer Sciences 
program, and opportunities to meet and talk 
with the students artists whose works will be 
on display.  

Last year over 150 works of art were 
displayed, and a similar number of entries are 
expected this year.     

Volunteers will be needed to transport and 

hang the art work on or about March 31/April 

1.  Take down will be on April 30.  If you are 

interested in volunteering to support this 

http://www.fcps.edu/cco/prc/documents/CTSIFF_1_.pdf
http://www.fcps.edu/cco/prc/documents/CTSIFF_1_.pdf
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http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=17AB8gHnHvTE8ig9yKF8iw_3d_3d
http://www.fcps.edu/ss/careertransition/index.htm
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=L_2bqCIYM4xSCiIyhndhPgzA_3d_3d
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event, please contact Diana Hirschfeld at 

artshow@lhmspta.com. 

 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

 Terraset Carnival (Setup= Apr 18, 
event=Apr 19, 12-5pm) Are you a Terraset 
alumni? Are you interested in community 
service hours? Volunteer to work at the 
Terraset Carnival this spring!  You can sign 
up for one hour or more. For more 
information, contact Dianne Rose at 
writedianne@comcast.net or 703-715-8363.  

 Hughes Multicultural Fair.  Do you have 
great ideas for this years fair, or would you 
like to volunteer your services to support 
this event?  Attend a Multicultural Fair 
planning meeting, OR contact our 
multicultural fair chair at 
multiculturalfair@lhmspta.com. 

 Hughes v. Herndon Basketball Game.  
The annual Hughes v. Herndon Middle 
school basketball game ï a highly 
anticipated yearly event ï has been 
scheduled for Mar 13.  We need someone 
to help co-chair the event (other co-chair 
has 3 years experience, so no learning 
curve!  Just too much work for one person 
to handle) and many, many volunteers to 
help sell tickets, concessions, and spirit 
items the night of the event.  Please contact 
Jeanette Thomas at 
vpcommunications@lhmspta.com if you 
would like to help out. 

 Hughes Art Show.  Volunteers will be 
needed to transport and hang the art work 
on or about March 31/April 1.  Take down 
will be on April 30.  If you are interested in 
volunteering to support this event, please 
contact Diana Hirschfeld at 
artshow@lhmspta.com. 

 Pizza Wednesday sales.  Several 
volunteers needed to sell pizza, snacks & 
drinks to students staying after school for 
clubs Wednesday afternoons, 2:10-2:30pm.  

This is the shortest job we have ï just 20 
mins 1-5x per month ï you decide! 

 Community Service Coordinator.  
Volunteer needed to coordinate 4 dates 
for students to tidy our Adopt-a-Spot 
location adjacent to school.  Year-round 
commitment but probably only 3hrs every 
2 months.  

 

PYRAMID GROUP FORMING 

The objective of the South Lakes Pyramid 
Advisory Group (SLPAG) will be to foster 
positive relationships and communication 
between all elementary, middle and high 
schools in the South Lakes High School 
Pyramid.  Some examples of proposed 
SLPAG initiatives: 

 Coordinate academic, curriculum and 
technology initiatives between schools 

 Discuss topics of interest to all schools in 
the pyramid (example: budget issues, 
grading) 

 Share information likely to be of interest to 
all schools (example: programs, 
contests/competitions, grants) 

 Share information about school-sponsored 
events and activities of interest to all 
schools in the pyramid (example: 
performances, charity events/drives, 
festivals, etc.) 

 Provide information and support for 
students transitioning through the pyramid 

 Share opportunities to earn service hours 
and support community service initiatives 

 Build awareness within the community of 
the strengths and capabilities of pyramid 
schools  

To join the SLPAG Yahoo website and listserv 
and help build this initiative, visit 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/SouthLakesPA
G.  
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR PTA FUNDRAISERS!

 

 

 

 

 

YES 

 

 

 

COLLECTION BOX  

LOCATED IN  

MEDIA CENTER 

NO 

 Campbellõs Soup labels 

 Safeway receipts 

 Etc. 

Hughes PTA does not 
participate in these programs  

Accordingly, any donated 
labels/receipts/etc. we receive 
are discarded.  

However, some schools DO 
participate in these programs. 
Please consider donating 
these items to other area 
schools that participate in 
these programs! 

TWO WAYS TO 

ORDER,  

TWO WAYS TO PAY! 

 

Remember, this year we are offering 2 
convenient ways to shop! Use our 
One-Stop-Shopping form (to pay by 
check or cash) OR use our online 
Click & Pledge system (to pay by 
credit card).  Both the One-Stop-
Shopping form and Click & Pledge are 
accessble at www.lhmspta.com  

 

DISCOUNT CARDS DISCOUNTED 

FOR THE NEW YEAR! 

The PTA is slashing the price of its popular 
Panther Discount Card from $10 to $5 for 
the rest of the year.  The card is good 
through the end of September 2008 and 
entitles the purchaser to great discounts at 
10 local merchants, to include Pizza Hut, 
Dominoôs Pizza,Taco Bell, Chengôs 
Oriental Restaurant, Lakeside Inn, Buffalo 
Wing Factory, Tortilla Factory, Luciaôs 
Italian Ristorante, Hounse of Mandarin and 
the ever-popular Dairy Queen. Take 
advantage of Dominoôs ñbuy one get one 
freeò offer just once and the card will 
already have paid for itself! 

 

BLING FOR YOUR CAR!!!! 

 

HUGHES CAR 

MAGNETS 

$5 

HOODED SWEATSHIRTS ON SALE!! 
 

 
 

Itôs plenty cold outside, but your student will 
stay warm wearing one of our new royal blue 
Langston Hughes MS hooded sweatshirts!  
Available for $25 (sizes S-XL)/ $28 (size XXL). 
Available for purchase at the Hughes PTA 
website at www.lhmspta.com 



PANTHER PETEõS FAQs 

A monthly column dedicated to answering parent 

questions. 

 

Dear Panther Pete ï  

Iôm the parent of an 8
th
 grader & have heard that 

we already need to be thinking about high 

school!  Is this true? Because I was going to put 

this off until é say, August é if humanly possible 

é. 

- Procrastinator 

Dear Procrastinator,  

I, Panther Pete, never procrastinate.  Indeed, I 

wrote my college essays in 3
rd

 grade just so I 

wouldn’t be rushed at the last minute.   

The rest of you, however, will be pleased to know 

that it is just now time to begin thinking about 

process of registering for high school classes.   

Parents may learn more about programming at 

their base high school by attending that school’s  

“Curriculum Night”, typically held the first week 

of February.  The purpose of these events is to 

provide parents and students with information 

about course offerings and electives available at 

their base high school. Note that in addition to 

Curriculum Night, South Lakes also offers a 

separate “IB Information Night” at which 

information is provided about the IB program at 

SLHS, the IBMYP certificate (optional, awarded 

in 10
th
 grade) and the IB Diploma (optional, 

awarded in 12
th
 grade).  Dates for all these events 

are announced well in advance: check your high 

school’s website, the LHMS website, or any PTA 

Weekly Update.  

In addition, guidance counselors from each local 

high school will visit Hughes during early Feb to 

provide information about course offerings. 

Shortly thereafter, LHMS counselors will meet 

with 8
th
 grade students to discuss their course 

options and help them register for high school 

classes. 

While you’re at it, don’t overlook the Feb 12 

PTA workshop, “Transitioning to High School”!  

Bruce Butler, SLHS Principal, will be on hand to 

answer some of the most frequently asked 

questions about the transition from middle school 

to high school.  This informative session was a 

big hit with LHMS parents last year. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Dear Panther Pete ï  

Iôm the parent of a 6
th
 grader & am extremely 

anxious about the transition to middle school. I  

am positive that my baby is going to be 

permanently traumatized by the transition. What 

should I know, and what can I do to make the 

transition as smooth as possible? 

- Neurotic 

Dear Neurotic, 

First, take a deep breath.  No … deeper than that.  

Okay. Good. Now, remember that the 

administrators & staff at LHMS are dedicated to 

ensuring a smooth & confident transition to 

middle school for all our rising 6
th
 graders! 

The first thing you want to do is attend the Rising 

6
th
 Grade Orientation/Curriculum Night event at 

LHMS on February 19.  At this event parents will 

have an opportunity to learn more about LHMS, 

listen to short presentations by the academic 

department chairs, tour the facility, and learn 

more about clubs, electives, and after-school 

programming.  In addition, the LHMS PTA will 

be on hand to answer questions, sell spirit items, 

and discuss volunteer opportunities for next year.  

(Note that this event is intended for parents – 

students are not encouraged to attend.) 

 

While you’re at this meeting, be sure to pick up a 

copy of the “LHMS Frequently Asked 

Questions” flyer distributed by the PTA (copies 

available at the PTA table).  This will answer 

many of the most frequently asked questions of 

rising 6
th
 graders … and their anxious parents!  

Copies of this flyer can also be downloaded from 

the PTA website at www.lhmspta.com. 

 

http://www.lhmspta.com/


After the orientation, you may wish to talk with 

your child(ren) about the curriculum options that 

are available and decide on 1
st
, 2

nd
 & 3

rd
 choices 

for electives. 

 

In late Feb, LHMS counselors will meet with 

rising 6
th
 graders at local elementary feeder 

schools.  The objective of these meetings will be 

to discuss curriculum options and extracurricular 

activities available at LHMS. 

 

Shortly thereafter, your child’s elementary school 

counselors will assist them in registering for their 

middle school classes.   Don’t worry - changes 

may be made to these selections through the end 

of school.  However, after receiving your 

transcript you will only have a short time to make 

additional changes, so be sure to act right away if 

you spot any errors!    

 

I hope this helps answer your questions and 

provide some reassurance.  I, Panther Pete, take 

pride in the way the LHMS administrators, staff, 

and I manage, year after year, to facilitiate a 

smooth & comfortable transition for our rising 6
th

 

grade parents – whoops, I meant students, 

naturally! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Dear Panther Pete - 

What is BUG?  Does the school have an 

infestation that we parents should know about? 

- Squeamish 

Dear Squeamish, 

You will undoubtedly be relieved to hear that 

BUG has nothing to do with six- or eight-legged 

creatures.  Rather, BUG stands for Bringing Up 

Grades, an initiative intended to recognize the 

academic achievement of LHMS students. 

Beginning this quarter, students who bring up 

grades from quarter to quarter will be eligible to 

enter drawings for great prizes donated by local 

merchants.  Students will receive one ticket for 

each grade that they bring up on their report card.  

(Students who improve two grades in a class will 

receive two tickets …!)  

BUG is intended to recognize the efforts of 

students who may not be eligible for the A or 

A/B honor roll, but who are working hard to 

improve their grades every quarter. 

We hope to be able to BUG all our LHMS 

students by the end of the year! 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you have a question for  

Panther Pete?  
 

Sent questions or ideas for 

this column to 

vpcommunications@lhmspta.com 



 

 

 

 

SLHS IN THE NEWS! 

Produced in cooperation with the 

SLHS PTSA as a service to our 8
th
 grade families 

who will be transitioning to SLHS next year. 

 

ACADEMICS & ACTIVITIES 

 At a recent event, the SLHS Model UN Team 
earned one Best Delegate award, two 
Outstanding Delegation awards, one 
Honorable Delegate award, and three verbal 
commendations. The entire team won the 
Undersecretary Generalõs award for Best 
Small School. 

 Five SLHS students were invited to attend the 
2009 Junior Science and Humanities 
Symposium for the Greater Washington 
Metropolitan Area at Georgetown University. 
SLHS student Arfa Aijazi earned First Prize ï 
giving her a scholarship and a chance to 
compete in the national competition in 
Colorado.  

 The SLICE International Club sponsored a 
school-wide talent show, showcasing the 
talents of SLHS students representating a 
variety of cultural traditions 

 Two SLHS students will join a select group of 
35 FCPS studentôs participating in this yearôs 
Fairfax County Youth Leadership Program 
and summer internship initiative.  

 South Lakes was recently profiled on 
òSchool Scene,ó an FCPS production.  To 
view the story, visit 
www.fcps.edu/DIT/streaming/ss6_biggerbetter
.asx 

 SLHS senior Ed Reed has been selected as a 
Harry F. Byrd Scholarship finalist for the 
state of Virginia 

 35 SLHS students have been invited to join 
the Business & IT (BIT) Honor Society. 

 18 SLHS students completed in the District 
Leadership (marketing) Conference in late 
Jan.  

 2008 SLHS IB Diploma graduates reunited 
at SLHS in December for speeches, 
networking and celebration.  

ART & PERFORMING ARTS 

 THE SLHS Band continues preparations for 
their trip to New York in April to perform 
Carnegie Hall 

 The choral departmentôs Broadway Nights 
production in January featured performances 
by all choral groups including the SLHS Swing 
Choir. It was a great performance! 

 4 SLHS students were selected to participate 
in this yearôs All District Band, with another 
four students qualifying as alternatives. 

 Several SLHS students received high 
rankings in recent District 12 Orchestra 
auditions, to include one student being ranked 
#1 in the district for violin 

 SLHS drama students will participate in this 
yearôs district Shakespeare competition at 
the Harmon Center for the Arts in Washington 
DC.  Last yearôs SLHS winner placed in the 
top 10 in the region. 

 In honor of Black History Month, the SLHS 
Essence Dance Company will perform ñ50 
Years of Alvin Ailey, American Dance 
Pioneer.ò  

 The Herndon Friends selected a design by 
South Lakes art student Anna LaValley to 
appear on their 2008 holiday ornament 

 Several South Lakes student writers and 
artists were featured in a recent edition of the 
Reston Connection. 

http://www.fcps.edu/DIT/streaming/ss6_biggerbetter.asx
http://www.fcps.edu/DIT/streaming/ss6_biggerbetter.asx


SPORTS  

 SLHS has been chosen to host the Liberty 
District Basketball Tournament Feb 17-20.  

 The South Lakes wrestling team made a 
strong showing at the Northern Virginia 
Wrestling Classic. 

 The varsity girls basketball team has begun 
the season with a 7-1 record. 

 The varsity boys basketball team continues 
their season, led by senior guard Travis 
Williams who was recently named to the 
Westfield All-Tournament Team. 

 A member of the SLHS indoor track team 
was featured in a Washington Post article 
after posting excellent times in the recent 
MRW Holiday Invitational. 

 The SLHS athletic coaches, with help from 
athletic staff from other pyramid schools, took 
on the Harlem Wizards on Jan 30 at SLHS in 
a fundraising event for the Seahawk Athletic 
Boosters. 

OTHER 

 In December, the student governmentôs 
òSave a Seahawkó bone marrow drive 
registered 350 potential donors ï exceeding 
the projected total by over 150. 

 Preparations for the South Lakes All Night 
Grad Party (ANGP) continue. South Lakes 
was the first school in Fairfax County to 
introduce this popular all-night event providing 
a safe and drug-free way for students to 
celebrate graduation. Traditionally, over 90% 
of graduating seniors participate. For more 
information or to donate money or prizes, visit 
www.southlakesptsa.org/angp.htm 

SLHS  CONTACT INFORMATION 

o Booklet: Frequently Asked Questions 
for Rising 9th Graders: 
www.southlakesptsa.org/faq/SLHS%20FA
Q_102908f_html.htm 

o SLHS website 
www.fcps.edu/SouthLakesHS 

o SLHS PTSA/Academic Boosters 
www.southlakesptsa.org 

o SLHS Band 
www.southlakesband.org 

o SLHS Theater 
www.sltheatrearts.com 

o SLHS Athletics 
www.southlakesathletics.org 

o SLHS Athletic Boosters, 
www.seahawkboosters.com 

 
ATTENTION CURRENT 8

th

 GRADERS WHO WILL BE ATTENDING 

SOUTH LAKES NEXT YEAR: 

The SOUTH LAKES ICE HOCKEY CLUB invites hockey 
players, students interested in learning to play hockey, 
parents and anyone else interested in supporting the club to 
contact Amy Rubin at arubin2@cox.net. 

 

http://www.southlakesptsa.org/angp.htm
http://www.southlakesptsa.org/
http://www.southlakesband.org/
http://www.sltheatrearts.com/
http://www.seahawkboosters.com/


HUGHES STARS NOMINATION 

 

 

(student name) 

 

in recognition of _________________________ 

 

_______________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________ 

 

 

 (describe achievement here) 

 
[Example: John Cooper, in recognition of his participation 

on the RLL Nationals All-Star Team this summer] 

 

[Example: Anya Gardi,  in recognition of her participation 

in the 2007 Walk for Life walk-a-thon for breast cancer] 

 

[Example: Shantea Marks, in recognition of his generosity 

in helping an elderly neighbor with yardwork)  

 

 

(Your name & relationship to student) 

NOMINATE A  HUGHES STAR TODAY! 

 

 ñBut march ever forward, breaking down bars./Look ever upward at the sun and 

the stars.ò  ï The Negro Mother, Langston Hughes 

 
Let these words of Langston Hughes inspire you 

to nominate a child to be a Hughes Star!  

Throughout the year we will be posting brightly 

colored stars in the front hall highlighting the 

many and diverse achievements of our students.   

 

What makes a child a star?  Anything from 

participation in athletics, academics or the arts; 

to accomplishments in conjunction with clubs, 

activities or organizations; to involvement in 

activities in support of family, neighborhood, or 

community.   

  

Our goal by the end of the school year is to have 

every Langston Hughes student represented by at 

least one star. 

 

So whether you are a teacher, a staff member, or 

a parent – don’t wait!  Nominate a LHMS 

student TODAY for something they did over the 

summer or since the school year began by filling 

out the attached nomination form and returning it 

to the front office or sending the information in 

an email to stars@lhmspta.com.   

  

Thanks in advance for helping us showcase the 

achievements of our extraordinary students! 

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW é   

 Students at Hughes performed over 8000 hours of community service last year? 



 

 

 

 

 

By Yolanda Maldonado, PTA President 

 Thanks to all who attended our Jan PTA meeting and to 

the wonderful members of the Hughes Language Arts 

faculty that turned out to answer parent questions about 

curriculum and transitioning to high school 

 Thanks to Tena Page for the wonderful bulletin boards 

that brighten the front hall of our school 

 Thanks to Julie Westfall, who keeps our outdoor sign 

up-to-date in fair weather and foul! 

 Thanks to Mary Nell Clark and other volunteers who 

put together a wonderful slate of events for Inclusive 

Schools Week 

 Thanks to Kelly Kroll for her efforts to encourage and 

support teachers in their efforts to apply for PTA mini-

grants 

 Thanks to Melissa Swift, our tireless website 

coordinator, for devoting precious weekend time to 

posting our PTA Weekly Updates  

 

LHMSõs 

08-09 PTA EXECUTIVE 

BOARD 
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Laura Fyfe 
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waysandmeans@lhmspta.com 

 

Jody Wolfe 

Treasurer 

treasurer@lhmspta.com 

 

Monica Russ 

Secretary 
secretary@lhmspta.com 

 

Newsletter 
Submissions:  

 

The PTA Newsletter is published 

once per month in coordination 

with the Hughes News. 

 

SUBMISSIONS: Articles or 

article ideas should be submitted 

electronically to 

ptanewsletter@lhmspta.com 

 

DEADLINES: In general, the 

deadline for each month’s edition 

is 5 business days after the 

previous month’s PTA meeting.  

Actual deadlines will be 

announced at each month’s PTA 

meeting. 

 

 

mailto:ptanewsletter@lhmspta.com

