
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Hughes Families, 

The end of the school year is approaching, bringing with it a flood of activities, many 

of which are already in search of volunteers.  Read on to hear about many of the 

exciting events coming up, and how you can help!  

 Teacher Appreciation Week is May 4-8, and we will be honoring our teachers 

with a Teacher Appreciation Luncheon  on Thurs, May 7.  Our committee 

chair is still looking for folks to donate drinks (cans, not 2 liter bottles) and to 

help with setup/cleanup.  If you can help, contact Rikki Epstein at 

rikkiron@aol.com.  Also, don’t forget to thank our school nurse on May 6, 

which is School Nurse Appreciation Day! 

 Winners of the PTA Poetry Contest will be announced shortly and honored at 

our May 14 PTA meeting.  Drop by at 6:30pm to witness the awards ceremony 

and congratulate our student poets! 

 Our music and theater departments will present a series of end-of-year 

performances, kicking off with the theater department’s performance of 

Cinderella May 7-9.  Don’t miss the symphonic band performance May 7,  the 

spring band concert June 3, the chorus concert June 11, and the orchestra 

concert June 4.  Our music and theater students have been practicing all year 

and are ready to show what they can do! 

 The Hughes Fun Run, cancelled last fall due to construction on the paths, has 

been rescheduled for May 14 after school.  Volunteers are needed to help with 

monitoring runners as they complete the course: if you are interested in helping, 

contact Steve Wilson at SRWilson@fcps.edu or any member of the PE staff. 

 SOL exams are scheduled for May 18-June 5.  See this newsletter for a 

complete schedule.   Please help us help your student prepare for success by 

encouraging them to study and, if requested by their teachers, allowing them to 

participate in after school and weekend remediation sessions! 

 The 8
th

 Grade Celebration has been scheduled for June 12.  This evening 

event is for 8
th

 graders only.  For a nominal ticket cost, 8
th

 graders can enjoy an 

evening of food, dancing, games, giveaways and more.  Dress is semi-formal.  

If you have an 8
th

 grader, you’ll want to put this on your calendar right away.  

Also, if you have white holiday icicle lights that you would be willing to loan, 

please contact the decoration committee chair, Monica Russ, at 

monica@grthumb.com. 

 Panther Field Day has been scheduled for Wednesday, June 17 – the day 

before the last day of school.  This celebration, held during the school day, will 

be for ALL Hughes students and will include food, games, carnival rides, 

movies, obstacle courses and more.  Volunteers are needed to help sell candy 
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UPCOMING 

EVENTS: 

May 4-8 – Teacher 

Appreciation Week 

May 6 – School Nurse 

Day 

May 7 – Staff 

Appreciation Lunch 

May 7, 7pm – Pyramid 

Symphonic Band 

Concert at South 

Lakes 

May 7-9, 7pm – 

Hughes drama dept. 

presents Cinderella! 

May 14, 2:30-4pm – 

Hughes Fun Run 

May 14, 6:30pm – 

PTA meeting & poetry 

contest reception 

May 15 – 4
th

 quarter 

interims mailed out 

May 15-16 – Hershey 

Track & Field Games 

May 15 – Music Dept. 

trip to Busch Gardens 

May 18-Jun 1 – SOL 

testing window 

May 25 – Memorial 

Day holiday 

Jun 3, 7pm – Spring 

Band Concert 

June 4 – Spring 

Orchestra concert  + 

awards ceremony 
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and drinks; if you can help, please contact Sara McAlpine at 

mcalpine@comcast.net. 

 Finally, end-of-year grade level awards ceremonies will be held on June 16.   

In addition to supporting the above activities, Hughes (with support from the Hughes 

PTA) continues to recognize student achievement in a variety of ways:   

 Did your child bring up their grades in any of their classes this past quarter?  

Then they are eligible to participate in our Bringing Up Grades (B.U.G.) 

drawing!  For every class in which your student has either brought up their 

grade this past quarter, or maintained an A, students should ask that teacher for 

a signed B.U.G. ticket, verifying the grade information.  Then, students need to 

deposit their signed tickets in the B.U.G. boxes in the front office, media center 

or cafeteria.  The last day to enter the drawing is May 15.  After that, we will 

begin drawing names for great prizes throughout the rest of the month! 

 Has your child excelled in other areas besides grades?  Are they involved in 

sports, clubs, or service organizations?  Let us know by filling out the Hughes 

Stars nomination form enclosed in this newsletter!  Their accomplishment will 

be recognized by a poster in our Hall of Stars.  We have lots of wall space left, 

so please keep forwarding those nominations! 

 Has your student demonstrated academic excellence and/or been involved in 

many clubs and activities during their years at Hughes?  Then they may be 

eligible to earn a Hughes “H”!  Points are awarded for grades as well as 

involvement in a variety of school clubs, performance groups and activities.  

Applications are available in the front office, media center, cafeteria or from 

any of the school counselors. 

As we get ready to welcome our rising 7
th

 graders and bid farewell to our 8
th

 graders, 

we remind our 8
th

 graders that they are running out of time to purchase to mementoes 

and keepsakes before supplies run out.   

 Hughes teeshirts and sweatshirts make great keepsakes and also come in 

handy on chilly evenings over the summer! 

 Extra copies of the Hughes Student Directory are available for $2 in the front 

office.  (See Ms. Pantzer.)  Order extras to keep as keepsakes, and to ensure 

your student will be able to track down their favorite friends over the summer. 

 Enjoy dining out over the summer with our Panther Merchant Discount 

Card!  On sale now for half price, only $5, and they don’t expire until Sep 09! 

This is also the time of year we start recruiting PTA volunteers to chair our 2009-

2010 PTA committees.  A lot of our activities kick off at the beginning of the year, so 

we need to recruit and sign up volunteers NOW!  If you want to give back to LHMS 

and can step up for a position or would like to discuss what positions are available, 

please contact me directly at president@lhmspta.com.  Meanwhile, if you were one of 

our fabulous volunteers this year, here are two events of interest to you: 

 If you are a current volunteer, please plan to attend the Volunteer Reception hosted by 

Hughes administrators and staff in your honor on June 11, 9:30-10:30am.  Go ahead – 

let someone else pamper you for a change! 

June 8 – sports 

physicals at South 

Lakes 

June 10-15 – Final 
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 6/10 – 1
st
, 5

th
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, 4
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th

 

 6/15 – 6
th

 

June 11, 7pm – Spring 

Chorus Concert 

June 11, 9:30-10:30am – 

Volunteer Reception 

June 11, 7pm – PTA 

meeting & volunteer 

turnover 

June 11, 9:30am – 

reception for all PTA 

volunteers 

June 12, pm – 8
th

 grade 

celebration 

June 17, during school 

hours – Panther Field 

Day & Poetry Slam 

June 18 – Last day of 

school 

June 30 – 4
th

 quarter 

report cards mailed out 
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 Also, if you are the chair or co-chair of a committee, please plan to attend the May PTA meeting 

and Volunteer Turnover, also June 11, at 7pm in the Media Center.   This will be a chance for our 

experienced volunteers to mingle with the new recruits, and also to turn over any important 

notebooks, notes, or documents.  Chairs who will be moving on at the end of this year: 

PLEASE turn in any notebooks, documentation, inventory, purchases, etc. that need to be 

passed on to your successor before the end of the year!    

Not sure what to do with your kids this summer?  There are a wealth of summer camps and enrichment 

programs available in this area, and as a service to our parents we have assembled many of them here in 

this newsletter.  See the page labeled “Summer Learning & Fun” for more information.  

Want to make sure you don’t miss out on any important end-of-year information?  To close, I would like 

to encourage all Hughes parents to take advantage of the weekly and monthly activity updates 

painstakingly prepared and edited by PTA volunteers to ensure that our Hughes community remains 

involved and informed! 

 PTA WEEKLY UPDATE.  The PTA posts weekly updates on the PTA website at 

www.lhmspta.com.  Information is refreshed every weekend & updates are usually posted by 

Sunday evening.  These updates are the best, most current, most comprehensive source for school, 

PTA and community information – to include upcoming events.    

 PTA NEWSLETTER.  Editions of the PTA newsletter are posted monthly to the PTA website 

(www.lhmspta.com).  The newsletter compliments the PTA weekly updates by providing more in-

depth info about PTA activities, community activities of interest to Hughes families, answers to 

Frequently Asked Questions, high school transition information, summer camp/activity 

opportunities, and more.   

Thanks for all you do for our children and I look forward to seeing or meeting you in the future! 

Yolanda Maldonado 
PTA President 

president@lhmspta.com 

The Hughes Drama Department proudly presents 

CINDERELLA 

 

May 7, 8 and 9 

7pm 

Wilkins Lecture Hall 

tickets $5 at the door 

 

Enjoy beautiful scenery, lavish costumes 

fun music, and wonderful performances by our 

student actors! 
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mailto:president@lhmspta.com


NEWS FROM 

HUGHES 

 

HUGHES WINNERS! 

April was another big month for Hughes 
students, who were recognized by a variety of 
organizations for their accomplishments! 

 HUGHES 
CHEERLEADERS.  
Congratulations to our 
Hughes cheerleaders 
who returned with 
multiple trophies from a 
recent competition at 
Kings Dominion! 

 HUGHES SCIENCE OLYMPIAD TEAM 
Congratulations to the Hughes Science 
Olympiad Team which took fifth place in 
their division in the State finals.  Members 
of the team are: Zachary Ho, Jessica Ya, 
Patrick Cantwell, Catherine LaValley, 
Srikar Kuppa, Miyoko Spratley, Ashkan 
Mohammadi, Edward Chung, Mary Kim 
Weidman, Isaac Millman, Soumya Mishra, 
David Atkinson, Aditya Chaudhry, Pavan 
Krishnan, and Kate Badgett. Great job all!   

 USGS ART SHOW RECEPTION 
Congratulations and thanks to the many 
students who came together to make the 
annual Hughes Art Show Open House at 
US Geological Survey a wonderful event!  
Thanks go out to the artists who were on 
hand to discuss their works, to the student 
representatives of the Consumer Arts 
program who prepared and served 
delicious appetizers to the attendees, to the 
student musicians who performed at the 
event, and to the student poets who shared 
their poetry with attendees.   

 PEER MEDIATORS  
Congratulations to Melinda Rivas and her 
Peer Mediators for being featured!  Follow 
the link below to see an FCPS Insight clip 
that will show on Channel 21 until May 3rd.   
Mediation Conference at GMU: 

http://www.fcps.edu/DIT/streaming/is15_m
ediation.asx 

SWINE FLU UPDATE 

Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS) is 
collaborating with the Fairfax County Health 
Department (FCHD) to monitor the 2009 H1N1 flu 
(swine flu) situation in the country and locally in 
Fairfax County. The health of our students and 
employees is our first priority as we deal with this 
evolving situation and continue to provide 
instruction and support to our students. At this 
time there are no confirmed cases of H1N1 flu 
associated with FCPS.  For updates, visit 
www.fcps.edu:80/news/swineflu.htm. 

Facts 

 Fairfax County Public Schools has a plan 
in place in case of a pandemic flu.  That 
plan will be used if the school system is 
affected.  

 If an H1N1 flu (swine flu) case is linked to 
one of our schools, FCPS will work with 
the FCHD to determine if that particular 
school should be closed using the Centers 
for Disease Control (CDC) guidelines.  
Fairfax County schools are developing 
contingency plans for education of 
students in case a school is closed at the 
recommendation of the FCHD. While 
these contingency plans may not be 
needed, parents can expect a very short 
notice on the closing of a school.  We 
anticipate that a school could remain 
closed for several days. 

 Notice of a school closing due to H1N1 flu 
will be posted through regular 
commuications methods -- through Keep 
in Touch e-mail messages, Red Apple 21, 
local radio and television stations and on 
the FPCS hot line at 800-839-3277 
(available in English, Korean, and 
Spanish). 

 The Virginia Department of Health (VDH) 
has opened a hot line for more informaiton 
about H1N1 flu at 1-877-ASK-VDH3 or 1-
877-275-8343. 

 Influenza is thought to spread mainly 
person-to-person through coughing or 

https://mail.fcps.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.fcps.edu/DIT/streaming/is15_mediation.asx
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sneezing of infected people. Sometimes 
an individual may become infected by 
touching something with flu viruses on it 
and then touching his or her mouth or 
nose. 

 Protect yourself by following standard 
disease prevention recommendations.  
Use tissues and dispose of them 
properly.  Cover your mouth when 
coughing or sneezing, or cough into your 
upper sleeve, not into your hands.  Wash 
your hands regularly with soap and water 
for 15-20 seconds.  Alcohol-based 
sanitizers (containing at least 60 percent 
alcohol) are also effective.  Avoid touching 
your eyes, nose and mouth to prevent 
spreading germs. 

  The symptoms of H1N1 virus (swine flu) 
are similar to the symptoms of regular 
human flu and include fever, plus cough or 
sore throat, headaches, chills and/or 
fatigue.  Younger children may also 
experience diarrhea and vomiting. If you 
or family members have any of the 
symptoms of H1N1 flu, please contact 
your health care provider or clinic 
immediately.  

  The Fairfax County Health Department is 
not recommending any extraordinary 
cleaning of schools.  The daily cleaning 
chemicals and procedures used in FCPS 
facilities are effective against viruses 
similar to the swine flu. 

 The Fairfax County Health Department is 
not recommending the use of facemasks 
(surgical type/dust masks) or N95 
respirators in the school setting.  The best 
method of protection against infection 
should be the practice of frequent hand 
washing, social distancing, and avoiding 
crowded places. 

NEW START TIME FOR HUGHES? 

The school board is 
considering changing bus 
routes and start times for a 
number of Fairfax county public 

schools. Langston Hughes MS 
has been identified as a school 

that may be affected. If the change is approved 
by the school board, our start time for the 
2009-10 school year would change to 8:00 
a.m. with dismissal at 2:50 p.m. If you would 
like express your opinion on this matter, please 
contact your school board member. Contact 
information is available at 
www.fcps.edu/schlbd/members.htm 

FLEX PERIOD INTRODUCED 

Langston Hughes is piloting a new schedule 
called FLEX period during the regular ATL 
time. Students rotate through periods 1, 5, and 
7 on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday of 
one week and periods 2, 4, and 6 the next 
week. This gives students an additional 40 
minutes every two weeks in each class. This 
FLEX period will allow teachers extra time with 
students to catch up, remediate, and provide 
supplemental support. Students began 
attending the FLEX period this week. 

SUMMER SCHOOL INFORMATION 

NOW AVAILABLE  

Information about the 
FCPS summer school 
program information is now 
available. FCPS offers 
credit recovery, SOL 
remediation, ESOL, and 
accelerated online courses for high school 
students; academic intervention programs for 
elementary and middle school students; and a 
wide variety of enrichment programs and 
courses, and arts and tech camps for students 
seeking summer learning opportunities. Details 
are available at 
http://www.fcps.edu/news/summer.htm 

 òOPEN HONORSó TO BE AVAILABLE 

NEXT YEAR 

LHMS will be one of several FCPS elementary 
schools debuting ñOpen Honorsò for rising 7th 
grade students next year.  Though teachers 
will still recommend students for honors 
classes, parents of students who are not 
recommended for honors classes may request 
that they be placed in honors classes.  (NOTE: 
Students who are placed by parent request in 
honors classes will not be allowed to switch out 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hd
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of those classes once enrolled.)  Stay tuned for 
more information in future Hughes 
communications. 

SOL AND FINAL EXAM SCHEDULE 

FINALIZED 

See the attached page for the 09-10 SOL and 
Final Exam schedule for Hughes students.  
Both of these resources are available for 
downloading from the Hughes website at 
www.fcps.edu/HughesMS.  

PROPOSED GRADING SCALE 

CHANGES FOR ALL FCPS SCHOOLS 

At the School Board work session on April 20, 
Dr. Dale and staff presented a 
recommendation for a modified 10-point 
grading scale that is based on The College 
Board grading scale.  If adopted by the School 
Board, the new grading scale will be 
implemented at the beginning of the 2009-10 
school year. 

Recommended FCPS Grading Scale  

A (93-100) = 4.0 
A- (90-92) = 3.7 

B+ (87-89) = 3.3 
B (83-86) = 3.0 
B- (80-82) = 2.7 

C+ (77-79) = 2.3 
C (73-76) = 2.0 
C- (70-72) = 1.7 

D+ (67-69) = 1.3 
D (64-66) = 1.0 
F (below 64) = 0.0 

No final decision has been made at this time 
on the passage of the new scale.  The School 
Board has added Grading Scale 
Recommendation to the agenda for the April 
23 School Board meeting under New 
Business. Then, the School Board will vote on 
the recommended FCPS grading scale at the 
regular School Board meeting on May 7. 

KEEP IN TOUCH UPDATE  

Visit www.fcps.edu/kit/index.htm to 
registering your up-to-date email info and 
preferences!   

Info of interest to 

rising South Lakes 

freshmen: 

 

 

 FLAG CORPS AUDITIONS.  

Tues, May 12, after school, South 
Lakes HS (room 360).  Rising 9th 
graders interested in auditioning for 
the 09-10 SLHS Flag Corps should 
plan to attend 

 SPORTS PHYSICALS.  Mon, June 

8, 5-7pm, South Lakes HS.  Rising 9th 
graders who may be interested in 
participating in fall/winter sports must 
have a physical dated NO SOONER 
than May 15.  Take advantage of this 
opportunity to get your sports physical 
done.  Register online at 
www.fcps.edu/supt/activities/atp/ppeo
verview.htm 

 FREQUENTLY ASKED 

QUESTIONS FOR RISING 9
th

 

GRADERS.  The South Lakes 

Academic Boosters have created a 
ñFrequently Asked Questionsò booklet 
for students who will be attending 
South Lakes HS.  Visit 
www.southlakesptsa.org/faq/SLHS%2
0FAQ_102908f_html to download a 
copy of this extremely helpful booklet! 

http://www.fcps.edu/HughesMS
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The capabilities of the new ConnectED/KIT 
system adopted by FCPS over the summer 
have been expanded.  In addition to 
important announcements from the school, 
you may now:  

 Change/update your email information 
online at the KIT website  

 Enroll grandparents, aunts/uncles, or other 
caregivers who may wish to receive school 
information 

 Choose to receive information from more 
than one school (up to five) 

o Be sure you are receiving 
information from all the schools 
your children attend 

o Rising 8th graders may wish to take 
register to start receiving 
information from their high school 
NOW, so that they do not miss any 
important announcements about 
rising 9th grade orientations or 
curriculum events. 

 Choose to receive community outreach 
messages from the school division 

 Choose to receive information on specific 
topics you choose 

o To continue receiving emails from 
the Hughes PTA, please check the 
ñPTAò box ï if you do not do this, 
you may stop receiving emails such 
as this one! 

NOTE: If you subscribed to KIT last year, 
you must re-subscribe to continue 
receiving messages.  If you know of other 
Hughes parents who are not receiving 
important school info via ConnectED/KIT, 
PLEASE urge them to visit 
www.fcps.edu/kit/index.htm  and subscribe 
today! 

 

 

LIBRARY 

REMINDER: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please return all overdue books  

ASAP! 

VOLUNTEER 

RECEPTION 

 
 

Thursday, June 11 
9:30-10:30am 

Wilkins Lecture Hall 

 
Enjoy appetizers and a 
sincere thank-you from 

Hughes administrators for 
your efforts on behalf of our 

school community throughout 
the year! 

http://www.fcps.edu/kit/index.htm


HUGHES MS FINAL EXAM SCHEDULE ï 2009  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 SOL TESTING SCHEDULE  
WEEK OF May 18 - 22  

 
(continu ed on next page)

Day Date Period 

Wednesday June 10, 1009  Period 1 & Period 5  

Thursday June 11, 2009  Period 2 & Period 4  

Friday June 12, 2009  Period 3 & Period 7  

Monday June 15, 2009  Period 6  

Daily Schedule Mon, May 18 Tues, May 19 Weds, May 20 Thurs, May 21 Fri, May 22 

7:25-9:10  

(100 mins) 

1
st
 period 2

nd
 period 

Civics (Lasers) 

Spec Ed Testing 

1
st
 period 

US History 
(Supernovas) 

Spec Ed Testing 

ESOL Testing 

2
nd

 period 

Science 8 (Stars) 

Spec Ed Testing 

1
st
 period 

Science 8 
(Galaxy) 

ESOL Testing 

9:10-9:20  

(10 mins) 

Break/Pass Break/Pass Break/Pass Break/Pass Break/Pass 

9:20-11am  

(100 mins) 

3
rd

 period 

Civics (Stars) 

3
rd

 period 

Civics (Galaxy) 

ESOL Testing 

3
rd

 period 

US History 
(Gamma Rays) 

3
rd

 period 

Science 8 (Lasers) 

 

3
rd

 period 

Make-ups 

11-12:40 

Lunch = 30 mins 

Class = 60 mins  

5
th

 period 4
th

 period 5
th

 period 4
th

 period 5
th

 period 

A Lunch = lunch 11:00-11:30, class 11:35-12:40 

B Lunch = class 11:05, lunch 11:35-12:05, class 12:05-12:40 

C Lunch = class 11:05-12:05, lunch 12:05-12:40 

12:45-2:20 
(95 mins) 

7
th

 period 6
th

 period 7
th

 period
 

US HISTORY 
(Comets) 

6
th

 period 7
th

 period 



SOL TESTING SCHEDULE  
WEEK OF May 25 - 29  

 
Week of June 1 - 5  

 

Daily Schedule Mon, May 25 Tues, May 26 Weds, May 27 Thurs, May 28 Fri, May 29 

7:25-9:10  

(100 mins) 

 

MEMORIAL DAY 
HOLIDAY 

2
nd

 period 

Geometry 

1
st
 period 

Algebra 1 HN (7
th
) 

2
nd

 period 

Reading 7 (Comets) 

1
st
 period 

Reading 7 
(Gamma Rays) 

9:10-9:20  

(10 mins) 

Break/Pass Break/Pass Break/Pass Break/Pass 

9:20-11am  

(100 mins) 

6
th

 period 

Algebra 1 HN 
(8

th
) 

3
rd

 period 

Algebra 1 (8
th
) 

3
rd

 period 

Reading 7 
(Supernovas) 

3
rd

 period 

Special Ed & 
ESOL Testing 

11-12:40 

Lunch = 30 mins 

Class = 60 mins  

4
th

 period 5
th

 period 4
th

 period 5
th

 period 

A Lunch = lunch 11:00-11:30, class 11:35-12:40 

B Lunch = class 11:05, lunch 11:35-12:05, class 12:05-12:40 

C Lunch = class 11:05-12:05, lunch 12:05-12:40 

12:45-2:20 
(95 mins) 

3
rd

 period 

 

7
th

 period
 

6
th

 period 7
th

 period 

Daily Schedule Mon, June 1 Tues, June 2 Weds, June 3 Thurs, June 4 Fri, June 5 

7:25-9:10  

(100 mins) 

2
nd

 period 

Reading 8 (Galaxy) 

1
st
 period 

Reading 8 
(Stars) 

2
nd

 period 

Math 8/Math 7 

1
st
 period 

Math 7 (Katz) 

Makeups & Retakes 

Algebra 1 & 
Geometry 

2
nd

 period 

Makeups 

9:10-9:20  

(10 mins) 

Break/Pass Break/Pass Break/Pass Break/Pass Break/Pass 

9:20-11am  

(100 mins) 

3rd period 

Reading 8 (Lasers) 

Special ed testing 

ESOL testing 

3
rd

 period 

Math 7 HN 

3
rd

 period 

Math 7 

3
rd

 period 3
rd

 period 

 

11-12:40 

Lunch = 30 mins 

Class = 60 mins  

4
th

 period 5
th

 period 4
th

 period 5
th

 period 4
th

 period 

A Lunch = lunch 11:00-11:30, class 11:35-12:40 

B Lunch = class 11:05, lunch 11:35-12:05, class 12:05-12:40 

C Lunch = class 11:05-12:05, lunch 12:05-12:40 

12:45-2:20 
(95 mins) 

6
th

 period 7
th

 period 6
th

 period
 

7
th

 period 6
th

 period 



 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR PTA FUNDRAISERS!

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COLLECTION BOX  

LOCATED IN  

MEDIA CENTER 

STUDENT 

DIRECTORIES 

FOR SALE! 

 

Extra copies 

just $2!!! 

 

Remember your 

classmates & 

friends! 

Keep in touch 

over the summer! 

 

See Ms. Pantzer in the 
Front Office 

TWO WAYS TO 

ORDER,  

TWO WAYS TO PAY! 

 

Remember, this year we are offering 2 
convenient ways to shop! Use our 
One-Stop-Shopping form (to pay by 
check or cash) OR use our online 
Click & Pledge system (to pay by 
credit card).  Both the One-Stop-
Shopping form and Click & Pledge are 
accessble at www.lhmspta.com  

 

DISCOUNT CARDS DISCOUNTED 

FOR THE NEW YEAR! 

The PTA is slashing the price of its popular 
Panther Discount Card from $10 to $5 for 
the rest of the year.  The card is good 
through the end of September 2008 and 
entitles the purchaser to great discounts at 
10 local merchants, to include Pizza Hut, 
Dominoôs Pizza, Taco Bell, Chengôs 
Oriental Restaurant, Lakeside Inn, Buffalo 
Wing Factory, Tortilla Factory, Luciaôs 
Italian Ristorante, House of Mandarin and 
the ever-popular Dairy Queen. Take 
advantage of Dominoôs ñbuy one get one 
freeò offer just once and the card will 
already have paid for itself! 

 

BLING FOR YOUR CAR!!!! 

 

HUGHES CAR 

MAGNETS 

$5 

HOODED SWEATSHIRTS ON SALE!! 
 

 
 

Itôs plenty cold outside, but your student will 
stay warm wearing one of our new royal blue 
Langston Hughes MS hooded sweatshirts!  
Available for $25 (sizes S-XL)/ $28 (size XXL). 
Available for purchase at the Hughes PTA 
website at www.lhmspta.com 



SUMMER LEARNING & FUN 

HUGHES TO HOST V.I.P. SUMMER 

CAMP 

Hughes has been selected to host a V.I.P. 
Summer Camp this summer from June 29 ï 
August 6.   

The fun-filled camp will take place Mon ï Fri 
8:30am ï 5pm and will include weekly field 
trips, group activities and enriching 
experiences.   

For more information, registration forms, and 
contact information, visit  
www.fcps.edu/HughesMS/vpi.html 

 FCPS SUMMER SCHOOL 

INFORMATION NOW AVAILABLE 

Summer program information is now available. 

FCPS offers credit recovery, SOL remediation,  

ESOL, and accelerated online courses for high 

school students; academic intervention programs 

for elementary and middle school students; and a 

wide variety of enrichment programs and 

courses, and arts and tech camps for students 

seeking summer learning opportunities.  

Details are available at 
http://www.fcps.edu/news/summer.htm 

SUMMER CAMP PROGRAMS FOR 

STUDENTS WITH IEPs 

There are many summer camps available for 
students with special needs in the Northern 
Virginia area.  For more information, visit 
www.fcps.edu/cco/prc/documents/SummerCa
mpResources020309.pdf 

FCPS ADULT & COMMUNITY 

EDUCATION (ACE) REGISTRATION 

OPENS MAR 5 

ACE offers a variety of academic, business, 
sports and activities classes for kids through 
adults.   

Click on ñKids and Teensò for info about Kidsô 
Camps, academic enrichment, language 
classes, and TJ prep classes 

 SUMMER DEBATE CLUB 

Champion Debate Camp is a one week day 
camp that teaches the basics of high school 
policy debate. Campers will have the 
opportunity to enhance skills such as public 
speaking, logical thinking, argument 
construction, and persuasion. Champion 
Debate Camp is a completely student (high 
school to college) run organization, the 
majority of whom are volunteers and all profits 
are donated buildOn, an organization 
dedicated to "partnering after-school service 
programs in the U.S. with communities in 
developing countries to build schools." For 
more information, contact 
championdebate@gmail.com or Franklin 
Zheng (co-director) at 
zheng.franklin@gmail.com  or visit 
championdebate.com. 

RESTON ASSOCIATION CAMPS OPEN 

FOR REGISTRATION 

Registration for Reston Association camps is 
now open.  RA offers several camps for middle 
school aged students, to include: 

 Science Camp, Ages 8 - 12  
 Adventure Links, Ages 8 - 14  
 Teen Camp, Ages 11 - 14  
 Guard Start, Ages 13 - 15  
 Counselor-In-Training, Ages 14 - 16  

For more information, visit  www.Reston.org  

 

http://www.fcps.edu/HughesMS/vpi.html
http://www.fcps.edu/news/summer.htm
http://www.fcps.edu/cco/prc/documents/SummerCampResources020309.pdf
http://www.fcps.edu/cco/prc/documents/SummerCampResources020309.pdf
mailto:championdebate@gmail.com
mailto:zheng.franklin@gmail.com
http://championdebate.com/
https://www.reston.org/LinkClick.aspx?qenc=oFklpNTSNsQoYA%2f0WYx%2bIAzM1Sd%2bxCgf&fqenc=HzT9ACzZbNs%3d
https://www.reston.org/LinkClick.aspx?qenc=lTnoG1WD%2bi%2fNVFqYMQOyqditK1Beaim8&fqenc=HzT9ACzZbNs%3d
https://www.reston.org/LinkClick.aspx?qenc=cCk3ruM164nwFo20dAxA3BR6Fav4dObf&fqenc=HzT9ACzZbNs%3d
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INSTITUTE FOR THE ARTS REGISTRATION EXTENDED THRUOGH JUNE18  

     Now in its 22nd year, IFTA provides an opportunity for students to hone their skills 
within one discipline or experience a variety of fine arts offerings. Select four 70-minute 
courses each day and create a summer to remember. Institute for the Arts will be held at 
Robinson Secondary School July 6 through July 30, from 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., offering 
visual and performing arts enrichment programs for rising 7th through rising 12th grade 
students. 

     Tuition is $750 for Fairfax County residents and includes transportation. The tuition for 
non-Fairfax County residents is $950 and does not include transportation. Reduced fee 
and tuition waivers are not available for this elective program. Registration for the Institute 
for the Arts closes Friday, April 17. 

     Become acquainted with the IFTA program during an upcoming information night on 
Tuesday, April 14, 7 p.m., at Robinson Secondary School (in the blue cafeteria). IFTA 
staff will provide a program overview and answer questions.  For more information and to 
register, visit www.fcps.edu/DIS/OHSICS/FineArts/IFTA/index.htm.  

 

FCPS HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER 

SCHOOL ONLINE CAMPUS  

Get a head start on high school by taking 
high school courses online for full credit.  
Registration for the FCPS hish school 
summer online campus program extends 
May 11 ï June 23.  For more information, 
including requiremenst and registration 
forms, visit 
www.fcps.edu/DIS/Summer/hsonlineca
mpus.html or call 703-503-7781. 

TJHSST SUMMER TECHNOLOGY 

INSTITUTE  

The TJHSST Summer Technology 
Institute will feature enrichment courses 
focused on science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics ï as well as 
on art, English and other disciplines.  
Studetns completing 7th or 8th grade 
during the ô08-08 school year are eligible 
to participate.  Registration will begin May 
12 and classes will fill quickly.  For more 
information, visit 
www.fcps.edu/aceclasses. 

FAIRFAX COUNTY PARKS & 

RECREATION SUMMER 

PROGRAMMING 

ñParktakesò, the triannual publication of 
FCPR, lists a variety of summer classes and 
activities suitable for all ages.  Visit 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/parktakes.
htm for more information. 

VOLUNTEER FAIRFAX 

Want your student to contribute to the 
community over the summer?  Visit  
www.volunteerfairfax.org for a list of volunteer 
opportunities for both middle/high school 
students and adults. 

http://www.fcps.edu/DIS/OHSICS/FineArts/IFTA/index.htm
http://www.fcps.edu/DIS/Summer/hsonlinecampus.html
http://www.fcps.edu/DIS/Summer/hsonlinecampus.html
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HUGHES STARS NOMINATION 

 

 

(student name) 

 

in recognition of _________________________ 

 

_______________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________ 

 

 

 (describe achievement here) 

 
[Example: John Cooper, in recognition of his participation 

on the RLL Nationals All-Star Team this summer] 

 

[Example: Anya Gardi,  in recognition of her participation 

in the 2007 Walk for Life walk-a-thon for breast cancer] 

 

[Example: Shantea Marks, in recognition of his generosity 

in helping an elderly neighbor with yardwork)  

 

 

(Your name & relationship to student) 

NOMINATE A  HUGHES STAR TODAY! 

 

 ñBut march ever forward, breaking down bars./Look ever upward at the sun and 

the stars.ò  ï The Negro Mother, Langston Hughes 

 
Let these words of Langston Hughes inspire you 

to nominate a child to be a Hughes Star!  

Throughout the year we will be posting brightly 

colored stars in the front hall highlighting the 

many and diverse achievements of our students.   

 

What makes a child a star?  Anything from 

participation in athletics, academics or the arts; 

to accomplishments in conjunction with clubs, 

activities or organizations; to involvement in 

activities in support of family, neighborhood, or 

community.   

  

Our goal by the end of the school year is to have 

every Langston Hughes student represented by at 

least one star. 

 

So whether you are a teacher, a staff member, or 

a parent – don’t wait!  Nominate a LHMS 

student TODAY for something they did over the 

summer or since the school year began by filling 

out the attached nomination form and returning it 

to the front office or sending the information in 

an email to stars@lhmspta.com.   

  

Thanks in advance for helping us showcase the 

achievements of our extraordinary students! 

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW é   

 Hughes students donated almost 100 pairs of shoes for Operation Sole, an initiative to collect 

shoes for students in Haiti? 



 

 

 

 

 

¶ … Diane Hirshfeld, for all her help supporting the 

annual Hughes Art Show at the US Geological Survey 

¶ ... to Juli Westfall, Diana Hirshfeld and all the 

volunteers who helped support our final skate night of 

the year  

¶ … to Kelly Kroll, for getting the ball rolling on 

arrangements for the 8
th

 grade celebration 

¶ … to Amy Shaw & Cindy McBride, for organizing and 

running this year’s annual poetry contest 

¶ … to Bettina Brunner & Cindy McBride for their 

attention and dedication to ensuring that our Hughes 

Stars are recognized 

¶ … to Tricia Graves, Kim Shoop and all the volunteers 

who make Pizza Wednesdays a reality – not only are 

the kids eternally grateful for your efforts, but a few 

hungry teachers as well! 

¶ … to  Catherine Lindberg, who keeps our school 

looking beautiful! 
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Secretary 
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Newsletter 
Submissions:  

 

The PTA Newsletter is published 

once per month in coordination 

with the Hughes News. 

 

SUBMISSIONS: Articles or 

article ideas should be submitted 

electronically to 

ptanewsletter@lhmspta.com 

 

DEADLINES: In general, the 

deadline for each month’s edition 

is 5 business days after the 

previous month’s PTA meeting.  

Actual deadlines will be 

announced at each month’s PTA 

meeting. 
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