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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Here we are at the end of the first quarter, and the beginning of November! As
I look back over the first part of the 2011/12 year, I am happy to report that,
despite flooding rains on the nights of both the September and October
meetings, our PTA spirit was not dampened, as we weathered both of the
storms with flying colors, and are off to a great start!

By now, the bulbs and the spirit wear you ordered in September have been
delivered, a terrific Skate Night has been enjoyed by over 125 Hughes students,
and your membership donations are already being put to excellent use for the

benefit of our kids.

On the topic of fundraising and memberships, I am very pleased and excited to
report that at the October PTA meeting, our members voted to draw down our
existing excess cash balance, resulting in a donation of $5500 which will be
used to purchase state of the art technology to be used in classrooms
throughout the school. Combined with the $3000 we originally budgeted,
$8500 worth of equipment will soon be appearing in classrooms throughout
the building to enhance the learning experience! To learn more about this new
purchase, and how technology is used in the Hughes’ classrooms, please come
to a special forum at 6:30 p.m. on November 10 (one half hour before the
regular PTA meeting) which will be devoted to discussion and demonstrations

of “Technology Use at LHMS.”

The good news doesn’t stop with our funding successes. This month, I am
especially pleased to announce that three new volunteers have confirmed their
willingness to fill formerly open committee chair positions. Thanks to Mary
Nell Clark, our new Special Education Representative, Valerie Lister, who will
be restarting our “New to Hughes” Program for those teachers that are new to
Hughes classrooms, and Natalya DuMont who has offered to chair the Art
Show which takes place in the spring. Each of our board members brings
something special to the Hughes community, and I'd like to offer a special
welcome to these, our newest members!

If you are considering joining the PTA, or are curious about what is happening

at LHMS, I encourage you to join us at our November 10 PTA meeting at 7 p.m.

(or 6:30 p.m. to learn about technology enhancements), to read the weekly
KIT, to stop and see us at the PTA table on Touch Base Day, to leaf through the
newsletter, and to visit our website,

www.lhmspta.com.

Sincerely,

gf g4 Naeenan o o
It’s been a great start to a promising year! m,,%wwg %'gm}%""ﬂ“’

Kathy Joyner
LHMS PTA President
president@lhmspta.com

Editors Note: Submissions for the LHMS PTA
Newsletter may be emailed to: johnsdjje@verizon.net
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.- CALENDAR

\/% Happenings

At Hughes

November 7, 8 No school,
Teacher Work Days

November 10 6:30 p.m. “Technology
Use at LHMS” forum
and demonstrations

7:00 p.m. PTA meeting

November 11 Touch Base Day 7:30 —
10 a.m.

Touch Base Staff
brunch 10 a.m.

School starts at 11 a.m.
for students

November 23 2 Hour Early Dismissal

Nov. 24,25 No School,
Thanksgiving Holiday

'.............................‘

* The PTA publishes a newsletter

. monthly. In an effort to conserve

« resources, future editions will only be

« available on the LHMS PTA website,

« www.lhmspta.com. If you would prefer,
< or need, a hard copy, please fill out the

< following and return it to the school office.

¢ Name:
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Sth Grade Celebration Fundraiser

Our first Frozen Yogurt Float Social was a BIG HIT with the kids. We are
planning a second social for Wednesday, November 23, just before the
Thanksgiving Holiday Break. We need several parent volunteers to make
this happen so again we are calling 8th grade parents to assist us with our
Frozen Yogurt Float Social. It will be held during lunch periods in the
cafeteria.

This fundraiser is to help defray the cost of hosting the end of year 8th
Grade Celebration. Local vendors are donating paper goods and gift
cards to help decrease our event expenses.

If you can help, please send us an email and phone number so we can
contact you with details. This is a fun event for the students, teachers and
parents. Come on out and join in.

Giannina Velez Giannina@verizon.net
Judy Boyer k9lover@aol.com

On October 14, LHMS PTA sponsored a successful Skate Night event at Skate Quest in Reston. Special thanks go out to
Molly O’Boyle for her lead on such a terrific event. It was well advertised, well supervised, and well attended! Thanks
Molly!

Thanks in advance to the co-chairs of the Eighth Grade Celebration, Judy Boyer and Giannina Velez. Though the party
will take place in June, these volunteers have already begun work leading fundraising with the yogurt float sale,
gathering donations, and securing a PTA donation in support of this event, with the goal of bringing this event to every
8th grader that wants to attend free of charge.

HUGHES PARENT CENTER NOW OPEN !

The Hughes Parent Center provides a comfortable place
where parents can talk with other parents, and

access resources that cover a variety of educational and
community information. We also have computers that
parents can use to look up jobs, create a resume, check
Blackboard etc. The center is open on Wednesdays from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. If you would like to visit the center on another day or
time please contact Melinda Rivas at 703-715-3643 to make an
appointment.

Melinda Rivas
LHMS Parent Liaison/Peer Mediator
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TOUCH BASE WITH YOUR TEACHERS

On Friday, November 11th, from 7:30 — 10 a.m., LHMS is holding "Touch Base Day.” All parents/guardians are
invited to come into school to meet their students’ teachers and briefly discuss their students’ progress in every

class. Parents/Guardians will have the opportunity to have 3-minute mini-meetings with teachers. This is a great time
to ask about grades, class policies and procedures, and other questions you may have about your child’s classes.

The LHMS PTA will host a lunch for the teachers immediately after the event in the Teachers’ Lounge. To prepare for
this event, I need volunteers to donate food items, set up, serve, and clean up.

Food items may be dropped off when you come into school around 7:30 a.m. the day of the event. Please email at

courtney.reddington@gmail.com if you are able to donate items.

The following items are needed:
4 Gallons of lemonade

4 Gallon Iced tea

8 cheese trays

8 fruit platters

8 dozen breads and rolls

8 salads

10 hot food items

13 dozen desserts

If you are willing to help set up, serve, and/or clean up please also email me at courtney.reddington @gmail.com.
Thanks in advance for everyone’s help!

Also, the PTA will have a table at the November 11 Touch Base Day at Hughes. Stop by and visit us if you have questions,
would like to join the PTA, or would like to purchase spirit wear — we have limited quantities available for sale that
morning.

Thank you,
Courtney Reddington
0000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000

NOVEMBER VOTE: PTA DUES INCREASE?

Over the past few years the state, local and national PTA have all increased the

amount of dues paid to them by local PTAs for each member. Hughes PTA dues Langsiun H“ghes Middle
over this time have remained constant at $10 per year. As announced at the
October PTA meeting, any increase to our dues need to be voted on by the ®

membership. As a result, at the November meeting we will be voting on allowing

next year’s (2012/13) board to have the ability to increase annual dues by up to

$2/member. This does not guarantee an increase, but will provide the next

board the flexibility to do so if it is determined that there is a need. We will cast : : ®
this vote now, as taking a membership vote during July when the proposed CRELY Chlld' onevoice.
budget is drafted would be difficult to do. There will be no change to this

year’s dues or budget as a result of the vote.

HUGHES STUDENT DIRECTORY AVAILABLE ON BLACKBOARD!

The Langston Hughes Student Directory is available on Blackboard this year! Login and check it out! To access the
directory, go to http://fcps.blackboard.com. Enter your username (this is usually your first initial and last name
followed by a number. For example, John Public might be JPublic108). Enter your password then click the Login
button. Now scroll on the left side of the site to the My Family section, and just below the Hughes MS link, click on your
student’s name. Be sure you're NOT in the Family Connection section! Now click on Library Learning Center, and you
will see the Student Directory tab on the left. If you have any questions, contact directory@lhmspta.com.




